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Fifth Sunday of Easter: “New Life Together” 
 
ACTS 2:42-47 
JEFF FOX-KLINE | SERMON FOR SUNDAY, MAY 2, 2021 

 
 

Acts 2:42-47: 
 42 They devoted themselves 
to the apostles’ teaching 
and fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and the 
prayers. 
 
43 Awe came upon 
everyone, because many 
wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. 44 All who believed 
were together and had all things in common; 45 they would sell their 
possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had 
need. 46 Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, 
they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and 
generous hearts, 47 praising God and having the goodwill of all the 
people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were 
being saved. 
 
Acts 2:42 is probably in my top five favorite Bible verses. It comes right 
after the story of Pentecost, right after what we now know of as “the 
church” was formed. In this verse we have a succinct summary of what it 
meant to be a church.  
 
Listen to the words of scripture—here is what the earliest version of the 
church looked like. They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching 
and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and prayers. 
 
What did it look like back then? I don’t exactly know. I know that 
scripture was read; I know that communion was celebrated; I know that 
they prayed for each other and cared for each other. I know they spent 
time together worshiping and loving God together. And these things, 
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these essentials, have persisted through the years. 
 
The Apostles’ teaching? When we would go and cook food for hungry 
people, when we would help build houses for Habitat for Humanity. 
What is that if not devoting ourselves to the teachings that we received 
from Christ through the words of the Apostles? And when we would 
gather in the sanctuary, we would hear the Word proclaimed. Having 
been transformed and nourished by God’s work of worship, we would 
then leave the church to bear that teaching to the world.  
 
Fellowship? That’s the core of how we built up the community. Small 
groups meeting in people’s houses, potlucks in Bradfield Hall, coffee and 
donuts on Sunday mornings. Come to think of it, the Venn diagram of 
fellowship and breaking of bread is pretty significant. Add the 
sacrament of Communion, and the bread we break takes on a whole 
new meaning.  
 
And the center of our worship is prayer. Confessing our sins in prayer, 
singing hymns together, saying the Lord’s Prayer together. These are all 
ways in which we devote ourselves to our prayers. 
 
But then, a little over a year ago, everything shattered with the onset of 
the pandemic. The church building closed down completely, and we 
were kept from engaging in those traditions that have so deeply fed us 
in the past. What does this mean for the Church? How are we supposed 
to live as a body, when we can’t assemble as a body? 
 
This Easter season we are exploring what resurrection means. Christ’s 
resurrection was a public act that involved fostering a community of 
believers to carry the resurrection forward through time. Resurrection 
means community.  
 
And resurrection means resilience. Resurrection means finding new life 
in old forms, in birthing new things from what was dead. And when it 
seemed like the activities of the church died, we rose to new expressions 
of the ancient form of Christian community. 
 



3 | P a g e  
 

We have still devoted ourselves to the Apostles’ teaching. Listen to a 
couple ways that we have continued this devotion: 
 
From Kim Huff: 

“In an unscheduled and isolated year, Facebook Watch Parties for 
the church services have given me ONE scheduled event every 
week. And with it, community and communication with the people 
involved. In the comfort of my home and safety of my own space, 
coffee in hand, I have been able to read along as people said their 
hellos or sent greetings and peace in real time even if it hasn’t 
been in their real physical presence. It has also been neat being 
able to communicate with the pastors as they have *stood before 
us* preaching and able to be with us in the congregational pews of 
the internet. It has been a place of gathering together-apart with 
family and friends.” 

 
From Jack Barden: 

“I follow the Apostles teaching by going to the River Food Pantry. 
Over the course of the pandemic, I’ve gone there about five or six 
times with our youth group, and each time I’ve gone there I’ve had 
a great time. It has felt both meaningful to myself, and I’ve felt 
important to the community, and I also know that I’ve helped other 
people that need it. At The River we do distribution for food and a 
hot meal as well as some daycare products like diapers, shampoo, 
etc.  
 
At The River I know some of the people who come through lines. I 
get to talk to them when I’m filling their cart with groceries, and 
they’re just normal people like you and me. They’re great, with 
good conversations with a couple of them. It’s fun to have a chat 
with them, especially since we’ve been online, whether you’ve got 
online school or had way too many Zooms. That’s always nice. It’s 
a great in-person interaction. You get to feel like you’re helping 
people directly. You can actually see the clients, and I think that’s 
really cool because I feel like I am actually really helping the 
community in that sense. If you want to do it, I really love The 
River. It’s a great opportunity to work.” 
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We continue to devote ourselves to fellowship. Listen to some of the 
myriad ways in which we are able to share in fellowship: 
 
From TJ Sargent:  

“Fellowship during the pandemic has meant a couple of different 
things to me through the church. One of the ways I’ve been able to 
connect with folks is through small groups and 2:42, which has 
allowed families to get together, break bread virtually and spend 
time learning about God’s work in our lives and our church. I’ve 
also been fortunate enough to work with a great group on the 
board of Deacons to try and bring fellowship opportunities to the 
church through this time and just to connect as church members 
and church leaders. We’ve been fortunate enough to do a couple 
Drive-Thru Donuts events, which has been really wonderful and 
has helped us to share that food and that fellowship with the 
larger community.” 

 
From Alicia Mundy:  

“About 15 years ago a group of knitters and crocheters formed a 
group to knit for charity.  Fast forward and the group became 
Fiber Friends.  We were meeting twice a month at church before 
the pandemic began.  We made hats for the State Street homeless, 
knit items for the Guatemalan silent auction, and made hats and 
mittens for the Covenant Christmas trees. 
 
When the pandemic hit last year, emails went out and through the 
miracle of technology, we were able to get together same time, 
same day but wherever we were. We continued our charity knitting 
and made donations to the silent auction. We continued to help 
each other and shared patterns and fiber tips. 
 
But then we began to see the silver lining to the digital format. The 
big snowstorm was not a problem—we could still meet. Having 
your grandchildren for the day, they could come too. Going away 
for the winter—if you were that lucky—you could still come. 
 
The fellowship of the group has always been special and seeing 
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everyone at church was great. But those fellow knitters on the 
screen have been wonderful during a time that did not seem so 
wonderful. The story is not over, but hopefully we take some of the 
good learned with our Zoom meetings into the future.” 
 

Look how we’ve continued to devote ourselves to the breaking of 
bread: 
 
From Jennifer Morgan:  

“Like many of you, I broke bread this year very differently than in 
the past. I’ve always taken Communion with others, even if it was 
with just a few other people. We break bread together. Since I live 
alone, it seemed very strange to no longer be sharing with my 
fellow worshippers, or anyone. So I have learned to take my bread 
and wine in the spirit and with my imagination. I try to visualize 
those with whom I have shared ‘the bread of life’ and ‘the cup of 
salvation’ in the pews of Covenant church.  
 
Initially I would bring a small piece of bread or cracker and a little 
cup of juice to the table next to where I sit as I attend the 
Facebook Watch version of the recorded service. Later, when the 
opportunity was offered to have a freshly-baked roll and small 
container of juice provided by the church, I accepted. I have truly 
appreciated the gift of love from Mandy’s hands and the many 
people who make the deliveries. With the added blessing of 
delivered elements and my imagination, I do not feel alone during 
Communion, as I remember the precious gift that God gave us 
through Christ.” 

 
And look how we’ve devoted ourselves to the act of prayer: 
 
From Chan Sommers:  

“Prayer is an important aspect of our Christian lives. We are 
reminded to pray often and in many ways. One of the ways to 
pray that is meaningful to me is to send care cards for those on 
the prayer list.   
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When I write a care card, I pray that my words will provide some 
type of comfort and strength to others. I want them to know that 
their Covenant family is praying for them and that the Holy Spirit 
continues to be with them.  I think these care cards are especially 
important during the pandemic when we’re feeling isolated and 
anxious. The cards help to connect us with each other. They help to 
create a sense of unity and community. I pray that these care 
cards are a blessing to others.” 

 
From Ernie Perry:  

“I need to pray all the time. Prayer helps me be me; it helps make 
sure that my actions are aligned with the love and justice we have 
in our very hearts. There is a strength in prayer. In reflecting on 
these virtual prayers, I find that the noon day Facebook prayers 
have been important for three reasons.  
 
First, they provide peace, hope and motivation to spread this joy, 
to take forward what we have learned, what we know, throughout 
the day. 
 
Second, with three great pastors leading the prayers, the prayers 
open my eyes to new connection to God, news way to look at 
problems and world events. As with most things, it helps to get a 
second opinion. Sometimes when you hit the wall, and don’t see 
any solutions, there is a chance to maybe see it differently.  
 
We pray and often wonder, does God hear me? I find that setting 
the time and space aside for these prayers helps me feel more 
connected. It is another chance to participate in this virtual world. 
Prayer helps me remember we are here to support each other, 
and share this Love, Joy and Peace.   
 
Finally—many of you may remember the cassette days—lodged 
between 8 tracks and discs, prior to our music being piped in 
anywhere.  And do you recall the commercial—is it live or 
Memorex? Advertising a cassette so good it was just like being at 
the concert. Facebook noon day prayers are the same way—just 
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like being there!” 
 
Now I’m not advocating that we hold onto these four things solely for 
tradition’s sake. We should never do things because “that’s the way it’s 
always been done,” but for thousands of years, these practices have 
shaped, guided and sustained God’s church and the world. 
 
How marvelous is it that the Holy Spirit can move through us, bringing 
new life to the old traditions, providing avenues to express who we are, 
even when we don’t know that ourselves. The Holy Spirit surprises us by 
opening our eyes to doing old things in new ways, bringing life and 
resurrection even in times of death. And who knows what the future 
looks like? What new expressions of ancient traditions will we carry with 
us? What old traditions will die to make way for this new thing that God 
is creating? Like the church on the day of Pentecost, may we continue to 
be amazed by what the Holy Spirit does for us, to us, and with us! 
 
 
 
 
 


