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Thank You Donna! 

  
Later this month we say goodbye to Donna Monson, who has been our Children’s Ministries Coordinator 
since last millennium! She started in 1999 (after helping in the church office for many years) and has decided 
to retire. She has been a blessing to hundreds of Covenant families. In recent years, she has been a key part of 
our pastoral care, using her God-given gifts of compassion with visits to homebound and isolated members. 
  
She has planned hundreds of classes and special events, doing much of her work behind the scenes—
faithfully, quietly, and creatively serving God through Covenant. She is an advocate for children and families, 
reminding us to make sure our ministries are child-friendly. She helps new families get connected and find 
their way. She pays attention to details, keeps great lists, remembers important dates, and spends many hours 
setting things up, putting things away, organizing events, writing notes, researching new ideas, and more. 
  
Thank you Donna. On Sunday, November 21, you will have a chance to thank Donna, at a reception at 10:00. 
There will be a basket for cards and notes.  
 
Donna’s retirement leaves a big hole, and I personally will miss her. But we will keep moving forward. The 
Personnel Committee is working on staffing for children’s ministries, while looking toward longer term needs 
for the whole church. We will be OK!  This church is strong and healthy. 

• We have an excellent slate of candidates to serve as Elders and Deacons. (Congregational meeting on  
 Sunday, November 7) 

• We have visitors every Sunday. A couple weeks ago, we ran out of first time visitor gift bags! 

• We have recently welcomed new members, and more people are asking about joining Covenant. 

• We continue to be generous with special offerings and with our operating budget. 

• We are considering possibilities for mission trips in 2022. 

• We have wonderful, caring, supportive people throughout the church. 

  
Please pray for our church, that we all would continue to be healthy and focused, open to seeking seek God’s 
will, while encouraging each other on the way. 
Grace and peace, 
Charlie 

November Session Report 

By Laurie Jones, Clerk of Session 

Your Session met on Tuesday, October 26 for their monthly meeting. The Elders affirmed the actions sought 
by the Reopening the Building Task Force by approving a motion to continue the practice of wearing masks 
in the building until January 31, 2022, regardless of what Dane County does with their mask mandate in No-
vember 2021. Additionally, the Session approved a motion to resume choir rehearsals and participation in the 
worship services for both choirs. The mission of the choir is an important one and will be continued by those 
who desire to participate with all safety protocols (masks, distancing, and time limitation) in place.  The final 
item requested by the reopening task force was to purchase 10 air filters for placement in strategic rooms to 
compensate somewhat for the steam/boiler heat (no forced air/filtration in the winter). This funding was gen-
erously provided by the Gifts, Memorials, and Bequests (GMB) Committee. 
 
Session approved a motion brought by the Mission Committee that affirms our long-standing relationship 
with the Monte Hebron school in Guatemala and provides over $13,800 in scholarships. Also approved was 
the continuation of the solicitation of gifts for The Road Home Holiday Gift and Meal Program and The Lus-
sier Center. The Mission Committee works very hard to provide support locally and internationally and are 
vetting partners which align strategically with the Matthew 25 initiative. 
 
The GMB Committee, in consultation with the Mission Committee distributed over $30,500 in funding from 

the Peterson Mission Fund. More info in next month’s Caravan. Your Session encourages you to live each 
day with intention and purpose as we walk with Jesus on the journey of faith. 



 Page 3 



 Page 4 

Youth Connection 

Our Middle School Youth Connection (MSYC) is 
for those in grade 6-8. Our High School Youth Con-
nection (HSYC) is for teens in grades 9-12. We will 
continue to watch the COVID numbers and follow 

the mandates of Dane County.  
 

MSYC Raking November 6  
We will be raking a couple of yards for folks on the 

west side on Saturday, November 6 from 1:00-3:00. 
Bring your own leaf rake. No leaf blowers, please. 
Parents will need to come along as we’re not car-

pooling, and we will have 2-3 yards to rake. Sign up 
with Youth Ministries Coordinator Steve Royalton 
by November 4 and he’ll send out the addresses.  

 
MSYC November 14 & 21 

C’mon over to the church on these Sundays from 
4:00-5:00 for cooperative group games, lively dis-
cussion, and devotions. This is a great way to put 
faith into action! Bring a friend or meet one here.  

 
Youth Connection Not Meeting November 28 
Neither Youth Connection group will be meeting 

Thanksgiving weekend.  
 

HSYC Shop & Bake November 7 
This event was re-scheduled from October. Some of 

the youth will be shopping for food for The River 
Food Pantry. We will also be baking cookies and 

putting together care packages for recent grads now 
working hard in college. The logistics of the evening 

will be sent out to the families prior to this date. It 
runs from 6:30-8:07 pm.  

 
HSYC November 14 & 21 

We will gather for activities, small group discus-

sions and devotional messages. 
 

For more information, please contact  
Youth Ministries Coordinator Steve Royalton 

(sroyalton@covenantmadison.org).   

Children’s Ministries 
 

Sunday School 
3 year olds through 8th Graders 

• In-Person Sunday School meets from 10:00 to 
10:50 a.m. each Sunday. Follow the footprints 
from the front door to the classrooms. Sunday 

School will not meet on Sunday, November 28. 

• At-Home Sunday School lessons for children 
and parents to do together are available on the 
Sunday School page of the Covenant website. 

Visit https://www.covenantmadison.org/sunday-
school. 

 

What Can My Child Do During Worship? 

Family Worship Bags (one per family) are availa-
ble at a table in the gathering space.  The cloth bags 

contain paper, colored pencils, bookmarks, and small 
handheld games. 

Children’s Bulletins which follow the scripture of 
the morning can be found at the table with the Fami-

ly Worship Bags. 

A Children’s Time Video is shared each Sunday 
and explains the morning’s scripture lesson. 

Kaleidoscope Worship Education at 9:00 Wor-
ship Only: All 3 year old through 1st grade children 

are invited to attend this class to learn about the parts 
of worship. Children leave the sanctuary after the 

Children’s Time and go to room C208 in the upper 
Christian Education wing.  

Social Distanced Seating is available in the balcony 
and on the left side of the sanctuary. 

 

The Puzzle Exchange Is Always Open! 
Stop by the church courtyard and find a puzzle to 

take home to assemble. Puzzles are for children and 
adults. Look for the cabinet under the overhang near 

the picnic tables.  

Social Justice Books for parents and children are 
available on a shelf in the church library.  

 

For more information about Children’s  
Ministries, please contact Children’s Ministries 

Coordinator Donna Monson 
(dmonson@covenantmadison.org).  

 

 
 

Dear Friends of Covenant, 
I want to thank you all for the cards, letters, and holi-
day gifts  you send me. I miss coming to Covenant 
very much. I’m sure Jim would say the same thing. I 
appreciate the visits by Pastor Charlie and Pastor Jeff.  
I’m glad to learn you are using The Walk study book 
purchased with Jim’s memorial money. Happy to 
know Pastor Charlie uses it for preaching at times. Jim 
would have wanted that!   

Much love to you all, 
Pauline Sparks 

https://www.riverfoodpantry.org/
https://www.riverfoodpantry.org/
https://www.riverfoodpantry.org/
https://www.covenantmadison.org/sunday-school
https://www.covenantmadison.org/sunday-school
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Adult Education in November 
All November classes will meet in-person and on Zoom at 10:00 on Sunday mornings:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89540028471.  
 
November 7: No Adult Ed. Please join us at the congregational meeting at 10:00! 

Peace Talks:  the Good News of Jesus in the Donkey Elephant War 
by Pastor David Drum 

Would you agree that the partisanship and vitriol streaming out of Washington, flooding the news channels, 
drowning our social media feeds, and even infecting our conversations with our families, our friends, and oth-
er Christians in our own church is destroying relationships and creating wounds that may never heal? 

If so—or even if not—join us for adult education classes on November 14 and 21 to learn how to listen and 
talk from a posture of peace instead of partisanship. 

David Drum “helped me to understand and appreciate more conservative, more ‘elephantine’ positions on 
many of our country’s current issues.” —Covenant member Eric Wendorff 

David Drum “offers a common-sense spiritual approach to the problem of the growing divide in our country.” 
—Covenant member Tom Bauer 

“David Drum asks readers to consider John 17 in which Jesus prays before his crucifixion that Christians will 
unify. Communities and organizations are being affected by the current political environment that puts unity to 
the test and leads individuals and groups to speak and act in ways that divide rather than unify. David Drum 
offers solutions every Christian can employ to overcome the dysfunction caused by political idolatry and of-
fers advice on how we can respect the fact that different people have experienced the world in different ways 
to form their opinions on the issues that can divide us.” —Covenant member Pat Aune 

Pastor David Drum, has graciously agreed to appear via Zoom from Arizona to conduct two adult education 
classes on his book.  It is not necessary to read the book or to attend both sessions. There are several copies of 
the book in the Covenant library. 

November 14 

● Seven factors that help explain our current situation of extreme political polarization 

● How Jesus’ prayer in John 17 can shed light on a path forward 

● Questions and discussion 

November 21 

● More on Jesus’ prayer 

● Brief review of talking points from both parties that Jesus supports 

● Solutions in which we can all participate 

More information about Pastor David Drum is available at www.J17ministries.org. 

November 28: Rev. Tracy Ebarb will teach us about the work of the Medical Benevolence Foundation and all 
the good work they do serving our neighbors around the world. Tracy currently serves the Medical Benevo-
lence Foundation (MBF) as the Director of Partner Engagement for the Central Region of the USA.  

Tracy is an ordained Ruling Elder in the PC(USA) and is currently in the Commissioned Pastor Program in 
Grace Presbytery. His additional Ministry experience includes 15 years in full-time Youth Ministry, plus an 
additional 20+ years serving in bi-vocational pastoral positions in the Central Texas region. Tracy is also a 
Certified Fund-Raising Executive, specializing in Church Stewardship, and he has designed and conducted 
over 75 Church Capital Stewardship Campaigns in 17 states across the USA, in addition to numerous Annual 
Pledge Campaigns. Tracy has been privileged to conduct development work for Missions in Nicaragua, Hon-
duras, Haiti, Malawi, and Sierra Leone. Tracy’s wife Jacque is a CPA. They have 7 children and 2 grandchil-
dren. They enjoy boating, camping, and traveling abroad.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89540028471
https://www.amazon.com/Peace-Talks-Jesus-Donkey-Elephant/dp/1734814802
about:blank
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Library Corner: Follow Your Heart 

Written by Donald & Barbara McCall and Reviewed by Doug Poland 
 
[Excerpt] I was not baptized, confirmed, or raised in a Presbyterian 
church, but came to the denomination in my late twenties. I would like to 
think that being raised in a church of a different Christian denomination 
has given me a perspective that allows me to more clearly see what distinguishes the 
Presbyterian church from other Protestant denominations. If I were to reduce to a single 
characteristic what I have experienced that makes the Presbyterian church unique is its 
connectional nature: the primacy of the relationships that we share with each other as a 
faith community. Read more here: https://www.covenantmadison.org/post/book-by-don-
barb-mccall-follow-your-heart. 

The Road Home Holiday 

Gift Giving Program 

For a number of years, Covenant has participated in 
a holiday gift giving program for this local mission 
partner. It was fun to shop for families and get what 
(you hoped) they wanted. Due to Covid-19, the 
method changed, but the giving opportunity is still there. In addition, they have added providing a food gift 
card for each family, besides the cards for individual people. I have applied for 5 families (up to 30 people) for 
us to provide for. Please note – you do not need to provide for an entire family. I will combine offers of gift 
cards to fill the needs of each family.  I will collect the gift cards and deliver them to the The Road Home for 
volunteers. Please see the paragraphs below for info from The Road Home staff: 

“As we continue to provide the safest support for the families and children we serve, we are once again asking 
our holiday sponsors to "gift" families with gift cards instead of actual, physical gifts this year. Our organiza-
tion remains dedicated to safety precautions regarding the pandemic to ensure the safety and well-being of our 
sponsors, families and staff. Thank you again for your sponsorship with the necessary changes to our holiday 
sponsorship program for this year.  

In lieu of physical gifts, we are asking our amazing holiday sponsors for a $50 gift card for each member of the 
family they sponsor along with a $50.00 gift card to a local grocery store selected by the family which will as-
sist the family to access food resources to ensure that they have a wonderful holiday dinner. While this might 
disappoint some people, it does help us provide a more fair, equitable and client-driven process." 

If you wish to take part in this, please contact Nan Schaefer at Schaefer.nan@gmail.com or 608-233-3778. 
Visit trhome.org for more information about The Road Home. —Nan Schaefer 

Mission Spotlight: Rebalanced-

Life Wellness Association  

Black men trust their barbers.  A barbershop is using that to improve their health. 

JP Hair Design is Madison’s largest Black barbershop and is also home to an innovative health model for re-
ducing health disparities, and improving the social & health conditions of Black men in Dane County. The 
Rebalanced-Life Wellness Association Men’s Health and Education Center serves 30% of Dane County’s 
Black male population by providing health screenings, education, support networks and exercise groups tar-
geting high blood pressure, diabetes and obesity detection and prevention. Funding from our church supported 
publication of mental health brochures (developed by Edgewood College nursing students) during the peak COVID-

19 pandemic, and gloves for outdoor exercise group participants. Please read more about the great work of this new mis-

sion partner here: https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/black-men-trust-their-barbers-a-madison-barbershop-is-
using-that-to-improve-their-health. 

https://www.covenantmadison.org/post/book-by-don-barb-mccall-follow-your-heart
https://www.covenantmadison.org/post/book-by-don-barb-mccall-follow-your-heart
mailto:Schaefer.nan@gmail.com
trhome.org
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/black-men-trust-their-barbers-a-madison-barbershop-is-using-that-to-improve-their-health
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/black-men-trust-their-barbers-a-madison-barbershop-is-using-that-to-improve-their-health
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What a Difference 16 years of Covenant’s Support Has 

Made in Guatemala! 

On the list of students seeking scholarships for 2022 are many examples of how Covenant’s long-term support 
of students from the Monte Hebron Presbyterian Church has made such a HUGE difference in people’s lives: 

 *Cesar Vela was an infant sleeping in a hammock when Covenant members helped paint the newly rented 
building that would become Juan Calvino School in the summer of 2005. He is finishing his last year of high 
school with an emphasis on pre-Med and hopes to begin studying nursing at the university in 2022 with Cove-
nant’s scholarship help. 

 *Elmon Salvador is a serious young man Covenant members have met on several trips to Guatemala. With 
our scholarship help in 2022, he will continue his university degree in Agronomy. 

 *Reyna Solval is an Elder at Monte Hebron Church and the mother of four boys. With our scholarship 
help, she went back to school several years ago to restart her education at the middle school level.  She has 
continued her education year by year with Covenant’s help and is now finishing a university degree in law. She 
is also a very active member of the church. 

History - Covenant began providing scholarships to children from Monte Hebron Presbyterian Church in Santo 
Domingo, Guatemala in 2006 when we helped the church open Juan Calvino School. During the 10 years that 
school was in place, 20 – 30 needy children per year were provided scholarships. After the school closed in 
2015, Covenant continued to send scholarship funds so that students from the church could attend the public 
schools in the area (school enrollment costs, uniforms, supplies, books, etc.)  

How? – Covenant has an annual line item in the Operating Budget for some scholarships. The Guatemala Si-
lent Auction was started to supplement those funds as more students needed support. 

2021- We recently received the 2021 report of scholarships and find that Covenant’s funds have been able to 
support 45 students ranging from elementary school through university this year.  

2022 – The Monte Hebron Presbyterian Church Education Committee has requested $13,813 in scholarship 
support for the 2022 school year (January through October.) As costs have risen and Covid has caused much 
greater poverty in families, the amount needed per student is higher for 2022 and scholarships are being re-
quested for 47 students. The VERY GOOD NEWS is that even more students are finishing high school and 
going on to the university, thus putting themselves in a position to obtain a job that will support their family in 
the future. 
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Celebrate with Us!  

Pastor Charlie is celebrating the 30th Anniversary of his 
Ordination to the Ministry of Word and Sacrament 

on November 10, 2021.  

In honor of this occasion we are inviting anyone to donate to a 
designated fund that has been created. Pastor Charlie received 

his Doctor of Ministry degree from Columbia Theological Semi-
nary in Decatur, Georgia, and he has selected it as the recipient 
of the donations. These donations would help educate and grow 
the next generation of pastors and church leaders. Please make 
checks payable to Covenant, and mail or drop off at the church 
office with “Charlie Anniversary” in the memo line. Online do-

nations can be made in the “Special” memo line through the  
online giving form at www.covenantmadison.org/give.  

Congregational Meeting, Sunday, November 7th 

The Session has called a congregational meeting for Sunday, November 7th, at 10:00am.  The purpose of the 
meeting includes the following: 
 

Election of church officers beginning terms January 1, 2022. 
Vote to change the Bylaws to allow Congregational Meetings to be conducted virtually; and a related 

vote to approve the actions taken at the September 13, 2020 and February 14, 2021 Congregational 
meetings held by Zoom. 

 
Deacons 3 yr terms:   Elder 3 yr terms:   Vice Chairs: 

Margie Coons        Mark Soderberg      Adult Ed—Brenda Moten 
Emily Landphear        Monica Mark      Youth/Children—Heather Potter 
Jess Salmonowicz        Jennifer Morgan      Mission—Ann Athas 
Steve Resan                Generosity—Ernie Perry 

      Chris Turner   Elder filling 1 yr term:                GMB—Barb McCall 
           John Guequierre      Worship—Martha Stoner 
Deacons filling 1 yr terms:               B & G—Peter Hughes 

Michael Carlson 
Frankie Leisering 

 

http://www.covenantmadison.org/give

