
Preparedness as an important thing, maintaining an awareness that we God is always close at hand, 

need is always there, and we need to be awake and aware for the needs of the people 

Through Lent our sermon series has been reflecting on the teachings of Jesus through the Gospel of 

Matthew.  There are five different teaching sections, and today I’ve got the privilege of talking to you 

about Matthew 24 and 25.  INSERT SLIDE “FIVE TEACHING SECTIONS OF MATTHEW FROM LAST WEEK”.  

Each of these teaching sections have a heading that we’ve given to them: The sermon on the Mount, 

Sending the Disciples, The Kingdom of God, The Church Community, and today’s topic… The End Times.  

I know that this feels a little on-the-nose, but we’ve had this planned out for a while. REMOVE SLIDE. 

The end times.  I am going on record here as saying that this is not the prophesied apocalypse.  No 

beasts with seven heads, or whatever else we’re supposed to see.  But regardless of prophecy, it sure 

does feel like we’re in the midst of something huge.  Something seismic.  I haven’t left my house outside 

of going on a walk since Saturday March 14th and most of us have been holed up inside since about as 

long.   

Matthew 24 and 25 is, indeed, about the end times, but it is also about how we prepare for the end 

times.  Jesus speaks this warning about preparedness: 

SCRIPTURE SLIDE MATTHEW 24:42-44 Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your 

Lord is coming. 43 But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the 

thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken 

into. 44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour. END 

SCRIPTURE SLIDE 

Indeed, we are to be prepared at all times for whatever may be around the corner.  Jesus tells us that 

we’ll never know when the end comes, so we should stay ready for whatever may come next.  Jesus was 

talking about the end times, but I think that’s wise advice for our current times as well.  Moment by 

moment, we’ve experienced things we’ve never seen before.  We’ve had to live through the uncertainty 

of not knowing what is next, and we’re still there, as things keep moving in unforeseeable directions.  

And we were given warning to prepare.  For some people that preparedness takes a huge turn towards 

over-preparing. INSERT SLIDE ONE EMPTY SHELVES Look at the empty grocery store shelves, INSERT 

SLIDE TWO HOARDER look at the people who bought up every roll of toilet paper and paper towels for 

miles around. END SLIDE Can you say that you’re fully prepared for whatever’s coming if you can’t move 

around your house because of the mountains of TP?  Now there’s also the opposite reaction to the 

Coronavirus, INSERT SLIDE THREE BEACH most frustratingly seen by the crowded beaches in Florida over 

the past few weeks. END SLIDE but this is not just seen at the beaches, it’s also evident in the Kentucky, 

where there was a “Coronavirus party”, a group of people in their twenties who got together to… 

protest? To… celebrate the fact that they’re young?  To… Whatever.  Would you believe that at least 

one of those party attendees was diagnosed with the Coronavirus? 

Over-prepared, under-prepared, but hopefully everyone watching this service has found the balance, 

staying inside and safe, limiting in person contact, but not creating a scarcity of toilet paper.  What we 

have in our houses is one way we have prepared for this current situation, but what else do we do to 

prepare.  Jesus also said: 



INSERT SCRIPTURE SLIDE MATTHEW 24:45-47 45 “Who then is the faithful and wise slave, whom his 

master has put in charge of his household, to give the other slaves their allowance of food at the proper 

time? 46 Blessed is that slave whom his master will find at work when he arrives. 47 Truly I tell you, he will 

put that one in charge of all his possessions. END SCRIPTURE SLIDE 

To be prepared is not just to have things, but to do things.  To be active in our preparation for whatever 

may come.  Because the end times may not be upon us right now, but it is important that we stay awake 

and at work to be ready for whatever tomorrow may bring us.  But just saying “stay awake and be at 

work” is unhelpful without further elaboration.  What does it mean to be at work when the master 

arrives.  Do we need to have an active Zoom meeting open for the apocalypse if we want to make it 

through? 

Luckily, the teaching section ends with one of my favorite Bible passages: 

INSERT SCRIPTURE SLIDE MATTHEW 25:34-40 34 Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, 

you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 

world; 35 for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was 

a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care 

of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 37 Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that 

we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38 And when was it 

that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39 And when was it that 

we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40 And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as 

you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’ 

What does it mean to be at work for whatever comes?  It means helping those in need, it means feeding 

the hungry, it means clothing the naked.  It means welcoming the stranger.  It being a pandemic just 

increases the urgency of those needs.  There are ways to help.  The United Way has a website to 

coordinate volunteers, you can find the link to the website in the description of the Facebook post, or in 

the video description on the vimeo broadcast of the service.  This website is a statewide home for 

organizations to share their needs and provide a place for people looking to help.  This includes packing 

food, staffing shelters, delivering lunches, donating blood, and to donate non-perishable foods or 

toiletries.  Matthew 25:40 states that whenever we do for one of the least of these, we do it also to 

Jesus.  So let’s be awake and alert to the needs of our community.  We can’t be with one another in 

person, but we can unite in a spirit of humility and service that models the Kingdom of God. 

Prayer 

We come to a time of offering, a time when we can offer ourselves to service of God.  “Whenever we do 

to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me”  Let our offering be our 

whole selves, given to our neighbors, for our love of Jesus. 

 

 


