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A Letter From Pastor Charlie  
 
For March, we have a whole new way to experience 
God’s word.  

A group of artistic and faithful Covenant people have 
handwritten the 28 chapters of Matthew’s gospel. In 
the ancient tradition of biblical scribes, we have com-
piled the text by hand, with a variety of colors and 
accents.  

Lent is a great time to read the Bible. I hope you’ll 
join me and dozens of Covenant folks in reading Mat-
thew 1 on March 1, Matthew 2 on March 2, all the 
way to Matthew 28 on March 28.  

To read our scribes’ version of Matthew, you can sign up for a daily email or you can find the readings on our 
website by February 28. If desired, we can print and mail a copy, although we ask for a $5 donation to cover 
color printing and postage.  

I encourage everyone at Covenant to read the Bible regularly, and to read at least one gospel per year, to stay 
familiar with the life and teachings of Jesus. I’m hopeful that this new way of reading will help us hear God’s 
word afresh, giving us new strength for faithful living.  

On the journey together, 

Charlie Berthoud, Pastor 

PS—Please join me in welcoming Janet Cresson, our new Financial Coordinator/Accountant, to our church of-
fice! She spent 15 years as an accountant for Middleton Cycle, along with fitness and television work. As Janet 
takes over, we give BIG thanks to Laurie Jones, who has worked part-time at Covenant since August 24, 2020, 

and we give SUPER BIG thanks to Gordon Enderle, who has volunteered countless hours over the past six 
months.  

Joys, Cares & Concerns 

Prayers continue for the following Covenant 
families mourning the deaths of these loved 
ones:   
 
Member Molly Myrland; Gary Howe, father 
of Melissa Schmidt; Brock Walden, father of 
Drew Walden; Walter Friese, friend of John 
Daly; Matthew Nyman, step-grandson of Mar-
garet Hickman; Ed Rienhardt, friend of 
Corinne Hollar; Francis Baptist, brother-in-
law of Jan Minardi; Allen Wilkins, father-in-
law of the son of Ann Neviaser. 
 
Congratulations to Bill & Helen Birkemeier 
recently celebrating their 70th wedding anni-
versary! 
 
Congratulations to Gary & Jane Bertram on 
the birth of a granddaughter, Charlotte Mary 
Bertram, daughter of Tim & Lisa Bertram, and 
sister of Andrew and Claire. 

March Session Update 
By Laurie Jones, Clerk of Session 

Your Session met on February 23 for their monthly meet-
ing. The highlight was welcoming new members Sherry 
and Craig Anderson, who worshipped with us in person be-
fore the pandemic and continued worshipping virtually 
throughout the pandemic. Welcome!  

Several Building and Grounds members joined the Elders to 
share important information regarding major repair projects 
on the not-too-distant horizon: replacement of the boiler 

that serves the Bradfield Hall and Sunday school wings and 
replacement of the parking lot. The boiler replacement 
would provide improved efficiencies providing energy sav-

ings, and the parking lot is designed with some permeable 
concrete and new rain gardens for rainwater abatement. 
Both of these projects have hefty price tags, so in addition 

to prioritization of the projects, the Session is also discuss-
ing financing options. Parts of our building are now 60 
years old and we need to continue updating it. It provides 

the necessary shelter for us to learn and live out God’s 
word. 

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/RvWCN5k
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https://www.covenantmadison.org/pcusaoffering


 

Children’s Ministries 

Mobile Ministry for Families Web Page 
Check out the Sunday School lessons and Lent and 
Easter ideas and resources on the Mobile Ministry 
for Families website. Visit covenantmadison.org/

mobile-ministry.  

For more information, please contact Children’s 
Ministries Coordinator Donna Monson 

(dmonson@covenantmadison.org).  

 HSYC to Serve at The River 
Tuesday, March 30 

The schools don’t all line up on a day off, so we 
book this event when at least 2 systems are off. In 
this case, it’s Madison, Middleton, and Edgewood. 

We will gather at The River Food Pantry from 
10:45-1:30. Youth should meet directly at The 

River located at 2201 Darwin Road, near the air-

port. We will be packing hot meals to go, loading 
grocery carts, and then loading client vehicles. The 

clients stay in their cars the entire time. Space is 
limited, so sign up in advance with Youth Minis-

tries Coordinator Steve Royalton. The River has 
been serving over 1,100 families per week with 
their drive-thru service. Check out the pictures 

from recent River days on the Covenant Presbyter-
ian Youth Facebook page.  

 
For more information or to sign up for any of 
the Youth Connections events, please contact 
Youth Ministries Coordinator Steve Royalton 

(sroyalton@covenantmadison.org).   
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Youth Connection 

Middle School Youth Connection (Grades 6-8) 
 

MSYC In-Person March 7 & March 21 
We will gather with masks on from 4:00-5:00 in our 
upstairs areas which are bigger and better ventilated 

than downstairs. There is tremendous benefit to 
meeting in person as long as we can do it safely. 
Doors will lock at 4:06 due to security reasons.  

 
MSYC Zoom March 14 & 28 

We’ll do Zoom at 4:00. Make yourselves at home, 
get comfortable and join us as we check in with 

each other and our faith. The Zoom links will be 
sent out to parents via email during those respective 

weeks.  

 
High School Youth Connection (Grades 9-12) 

 
HSYC In-Person March 7 & 21 

Grab a mask and c’mon over from 6:30-7:45 as we 
spend some time together in Bradfield Hall and our 

narthex gathering areas. It will be good to safely 
gather together!  

 
HSYC Zoom March 14 & 28 

We will gather from the comforts of our homes via 
Zoom at 6:30 on those evenings. The Zoom links 

will be sent out via email during the week.  
 

Trash & Treasure Canceled 
Our Youth Ministries Committee, High School 

Youth Connection Advisors, and Youth Ministries 
Coordinator Steve Royalton decided that there was 

no way to safely do this beloved event at this time. 
2022 should be the sale of the century!  

 

Volunteer Librarian 
Needed! 

 
Do you like to read? 
Do you like to organize? 
Do you like to work be-
hind the scenes? 
 
If you answered yes to any 

of these questions, please consider being a volun-
teer librarian at Covenant! 
 
No experience required. 
 
Time required: It just takes a few minutes each 
week to re-shelve returned books and make sure 
things look good in the library. Type new book ti-
tles into the library’s computerized Tiny Catalogue 
(called “Tiny Cat”). At the end of the year, write a 
summary of library use. 
 
For a full list of duties, or for any questions about 
what the job entails, please contact Patricia Svend-
sen (psvendsen60@gmail.com—She will help 
with training, too). 
 
If interested, please contact the chair of Adult Ed 
(which oversees Covenant Library): Nancy McCul-
ley (nancy.mcculley.cl@gmail.com). 

https://www.covenantmadison.org/mobile-ministry
https://www.covenantmadison.org/mobile-ministry
https://www.facebook.com/Covenant-Presbyterian-Youth-375975049490643
https://www.riverfoodpantry.org/
https://www.riverfoodpantry.org/
https://www.riverfoodpantry.org/
https://www.riverfoodpantry.org/
https://www.riverfoodpantry.org/


 

 

 

 

 

March Adult Ed Classes 
Compassion: Giving of Ourselves 

 
March 7: Bill McConnell Presentation on Matthew 25 
William McConnell is the Presbyterian Mission Agency’s Mission Engagement Advisor for congregations 
and mid councils in the Synods of Living Waters, Mid-America, and Lakes & Prairies. He has served in this 
position since December 2016. Previously, Bill was Executive Director of the Presbyterian Association of 
Musicians (PAM).  He is a life-long Presbyterian, Ruling Elder, and church musician, having served on the 
Presbyterian Committee on Congregational Song that developed Glory to God: The Presbyterian Hym-
nal and on the editorial steering committee for the revised Book of Common Worship published in 2018. He 
holds the Doctor of Musical Arts degree from the University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music. 
He currently serves on Session at Highland Presbyterian Church in Louisville and is a member of the Mid 
Kentucky Presbytery Commission on Ministry. 

March 14: GatherX 
Director/Lead Instigator Laura Andrews will be discussing the mission of GatherX. Community and hospital-
ity speak to Laura’s heart and she feels privileged to find a role that allows her to help facilitate that. Laura 
comes to GatherX from Trek Bicycle Corporation where she was responsible for the marketing and commu-
nications efforts within BCycle, Trek’s bike share equipment and software provider. When not working 
Laura enjoys hiking, biking, climbing and paddling. Her heart is the happiest when she is on a new adventure 
and summiting a new mountain.  

 
March 21: Agrace Hospice 
Learn about the many volunteer opportunities at Agrace Hospice. Volunteer coordinators Jenn Sauter and 
Erin Woodward will present information on the ways volunteers make a difference. Questions and discussion 
will follow.    
 

March 28: The Bible Project Character of God Series 
This class will be a follow-up to the February class on the Character of God series. You don’t need to have 
attended the first class to participate. Members of the Adult Ed committee will share videos and lead discus-
sion. 
 

All classes meet on Sunday mornings at 10:00 am via Zoom.  
Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83189424277  

Page 5 

Blood Drive 

A huge, heartfelt thank you to 
all who braved the subzero 
temps and COVID to donate 
blood on Feb. 11. Your self-
less act made someone else's 
life better and may have 
helped save it. Thank you also 
to the volunteers who an-

swered the call and helped make the blood drive run 
smoothly. Thirty-two people arrived to donate, includ-
ing 4 first-time donors. The Red Cross collected 28 
total units—a real success. 

Polly Guequierre, Drive Coordinator  

Church Directory 
Do you want an updated church directory, with 
names, address, phone numbers, and emails? 
Contact the church office and we’ll send you 

your choice of a PDF or a hard copy.  
 

2021 Offering Envelopes 
For those interested, 2021 offering envelope sets 

are now available. For those who elect to pay 
their pledges by cash or check on a monthly or 
weekly basis, these currency envelopes, dated 

monthly or weekly, can serve as helpful remind-
ers to mail their gifts to the church. Contact 

Mary Kieta (mkieta@covenantmadison.org) in 
the church office if you are interested in using 

envelopes. 

https://bibleproject.com/explore/category/character-of-god-series/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83189424277
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https://www.cookitforwardmadison.com/
https://friendsofthestatestreetfamily.org/
https://www.covenantmadison.org/covid19offering
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Library Corner: Black Like Me  
 
Written by John Howard and Reviewed by Covenant Member Polly Guequierre 
Sometimes books stay with me long after I have finished reading them. This was 
one of those books. Written in 1962, sadly it is as relevant today as it was then. 
The author, a white novelist, began his journey doing a research study of the 
“Negro” in the Deep South. He found so much more than data during his travels. 

He used a medication that darkened his skin in order for him to pass as black. He 
exchanged his life as a privileged white man to travel the segregated south as a 
black man. 

His experiences from New Orleans to Mobile and Montgomery shook him body 
and soul, intellectually and emotionally. He was now the target of all the racial 
hate and injustice that the southern black men endured, then as now. His descrip-
tions are vivid, cruel, and raw, leaving me not only saddened but heartbroken. In 

our current climate of racism, I believe this book is a must-read to even begin to understand the plight of 
blacks in America. 

Please call or email the church office to set up a time to explore our library and check out some books! 

The Season of Lent 
 
"I want Jesus to walk with me; I want Jesus to walk with me; 
All along my pilgrim journey, Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me."   
—"I Want Jesus to Walk With Me" an African American Spiritual 
 
During the season of Lent, we will be singing an African American spiritual in worship 
each week. Spirituals will also provide the music for our collaborative service with 
Westminster Presbyterian Church on Good Friday. We are exploring and honoring this 
genre of music, aware of how this music grew out of the African American experience. 
It was born of suffering, filled with faith and hope, and has made an indelible impression 
on the landscape of American and world culture and music.  

Taken from a Lenten devotional, "Were You There? Lenten Reflections on the Spirituals" by Luke Powery: 

"Suffering is a part of the broken, sin-sick world. And if there is a theo-musical genre that reminds us of this, 
it is the Spirituals. They are musical memorabilia created on the anvil of misery by enslaved Blacks. They are 
sorrow songs. They are suffering songs. However, to sing can be a sting to the reality of suffering. It can be a 
sign of hope and the presence of God in the midst of agony. This is why they are called the ‘Spirituals’ be-
cause they are the Spirit's song and the Spirit will not be stopped and will blow through every season of life." 

Virtual Lenten Suppers 
Wednesdays Feb. 24-March 31 
6:00-6:45pm 
 
Join your church family for Virtual Lenten Suppers on Wednesdays during 
Lent. These Zoom suppers meet from 6:00 to 6:45 p.m. and include a short 
devotion and sharing time. 

Of course, it’s bring-your-own-supper! If you’d like to stick with tradition 
and follow previous Lenten Supper menus, click here for a clickable PDF 
of recipe ideas compiled by Covenant Kitchen Manager Mandy Bocanegra!  

ZOOM LINK: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82714426357 

https://9ddb6d7a-cf4f-4fa0-87e7-784fadb88e70.usrfiles.com/ugd/9ddb6d_f011cf4a6c894c549221bd4f2afde681.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82714426357
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Drive thru the Covenant church parking lot on Sunday, March 7 to 
pick up individually packaged donuts, receive a devotional prayer, 
and wave to your Covenant community! We’ll have treats for your 

pups, too, so feel free to bring them along.  
Enter on Mineral Point Road; exit on Segoe Road.  

Save the dates! 

March 2: Covenant Grief Group Gathering at 7:00pm (Contact Donna Monson for details) 

March 7: Drive-Thru Donuts & Devotions is making a comeback from 10:30-11:30 am!  (see above) 

March 28: Drive-Thru Donuts, Devotions, a Donkey & Palms from 10:30-11:30 (We’ll be passing out palm 
branches, and our papier-mâché donkey and Jesus will make an appearance!) 

2021 Church Officers 

Deacons: 

Class of 2021        Class of 2022 Class of 2023 

Kathy Bell        Marcy Carlson Katie Herringa 
Michael Carlson      Susan Goebel Kim Huff 
Mollie Moore        Drew Simon Judy Von Bergen 
TJ Sargent    Ginny Yuska 
Emily Slobert 
 

Elders: 

Class of 2021           Class of 2022    Class of 2023 

Heather Potter           Doug Rohn    Eric Girard  
Jenny Von Bergen      Susan Hanauer    Amy Poland 
David Fields          Julie Sadowsky    Faith  
        Windsor-Leonard 


