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5th Sunday after Pentecost: “We Are Better Together” 
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I love being Presbyterian. 
There are many reasons. For 
today I especially appreciate 
our emphasis on our common 
ministry and shared leadership. 
The word Presbyterian has its 
roots in a Greek word 
presbyteros, which means 
“elder.” In the Presbyterian 
Church, the pastor is not the 
boss. The church is led by the elders, the presbyteros-es, and we have 
nine of them here at Covenant—members of the church, elected and 
ordained to serve as leaders, as elders, to serve the body of Christ.  
 
We also elect and ordain deacons to serve in the role of caregiving.  
 
In the first letter of Peter, we read about the “priesthood of all 
believers”—the idea that everyone is called to a role in the church. In 
chapter 4, Peter writes: 

Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one 
another with whatever gift each of you has received. (1 Peter 4.10) 
 

About once a year, we have a special service to ordain and install 
leaders in the church, and at that service, we read from 1 Corinthians 12, 
which reminds us that we are one body with many different parts, that 
we are all called to serve (not just elders and deacons) in order to serve 
the common good.  
 
Last week, we read from Romans 12, which uses the same image to 
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describe the church: one body with many parts.  
 
Listen for God’s word from 1 Corinthians 12: 

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are 
varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of 
activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in 
everyone.  To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the 
common good. 
 
For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the 
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with 
Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—
Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of 
one Spirit. 
 
Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. If 
the foot would say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to 
the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. And 
if the ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to 
the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. If the 
whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole 
body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? But as it is, 
God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he 
chose. If all were a single member, where would the body be? As it 
is, there are many members, yet one body. 
 
If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is 
honored, all rejoice together with it.  Now you are the body of 
Christ and individually members of it. 

 
One of the most important parts of our common life in the church is our 
sharing of joys and concerns.  
 
We do this in worship. We share joys and concerns on our prayer list. We 
share joys and concerns via email and social media and phone calls.  
And now as we’re able to come back to being face to face with each 
other, we share our joys and concerns in meetings and small groups. 



3 | P a g e  
 

We pray for one another. We encourage one another. We comfort one 
another. We cheer for one another.  
 
We weep with those who weep, and we rejoice with those who rejoice. 
We feel a sense of connection to each other, as one body with many 
parts. 
 
We know the truth of Paul’s words, that if one part of the body suffers, 
the whole body suffers. And if one part rejoices, the whole body rejoices.  
 
People tell me regularly how grateful they are for our church 
community, for the support and encouragement they get. After dealing 
with a challenging situation, I often hear “I don’t know how I would have 
survived this without the church.” 
 
I experienced this 14 years ago when my brother died unexpectedly. The 
church community in Pittsburgh surrounded me with love and prayers 
and food and encouragement.  
 
Dozens of people told me they were praying for me—which I understood 
in two ways. One, that they were asking God to comfort me and my 
family, and two, that they were actually praying in my place, during a 
time when I felt speechless and prayerless.  
 
The church community surrounded me and reminded me of God’s love, 
helping me remember the truth of scripture, that nothing—neither death, 
nor life, nor anything else in all creation—can separate us from God’s 
love.  
 
I would have been a mess without the love and support of the church.  
Over the years I’ve heard this again and again: I’m so grateful for the 
church.  
 
So it’s true: We are better together. But not just in church.  
 
We are better together in politics—when we rise above partisan and 
particular interests and seek the common good. 
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We are better together in families—when we listen to each other and 
care for each other and are honest with each other and forgive each 
other.  
 
We are better together in sports and exercise. We motivate each other 
to walk, run, lift, eat healthy, and play better. When we are alone, we 
aren’t always motivated to do these things.  
 
I love seeing teamwork in sports. As we saw in Game 7 of the Milwaukee 
Bucks and Brooklyn Nets series, the team effort of the Bucks proved 
better than the Nets and their heavy dependence on one player. 
 
And we are better together with our neighbors when we get to know one 
another and find ways to take care of one another.  
 
Here in Madison, we are facing a variety of challenges, and I’m grateful 
for people who strive to bring us together. One of those people is 
Michael Johnson, the Executive Director of the Boys and Girls Club 
(BGC). Michael offered the sermon here four years ago on loving our 
neighbors. Several people were deeply inspired by his words and work, 
and some new connections were formed.  
 
This past week I sat down with him to chat about Madison and the 
efforts of the BGC to help kids in the community. 
  
He spoke about the challenges we face, reminding us that we can do 
great things together.  
 
Our conversation continued, and I asked him about how we are better 
together. He spoke poignantly about his own life’s journey and about 
the church. 
 
If you want to hear the whole interview, including details about the 
connections that were formed four years ago, check out the full video 
(https://youtu.be/WNb_QqN2kVA) on our YouTube channel. If you want 
to work together with the Boys and Girls Club, you can walk or run or 

https://youtu.be/WNb_QqN2kVA
https://youtu.be/WNb_QqN2kVA
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bike next month, to help raise money for their project. I’ll be biking 25 
miles for the cause. As of today, we have 25 members of our 
Presbywheelians team. More info on our website.  
 
Our calling as followers of Jesus is to love our neighbors. To do this 
effectively, we need to work together.  
 
This past week, our Rotary Club 
heard new police chief Shon Barnes 
speak, and he made a strong case 
for how much we need each other.  
 
At one point he said that there 
shouldn’t be good schools and good 
neighborhoods, which puzzled me 
until he said that all schools and all 
neighborhoods should be good.  
 
We are better together. We need 
each other. We bring out the best in 
each other. 
 
I want to close by focusing on a 
verse in the beginning of our 
reading for today. To each is given 
the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 
The Message version of the Bible puts it this way: Each person is given 
something to do that shows who God is: Everyone gets in on it, everyone 
benefits.  
 
You have been given a “manifestation of the Spirit for the common 
good.” You have been given a gift from God to make this church 
stronger. You have been given a skill, a talent, a passion to make this 
world a better place.  
 
Your skills, gifts, and manifestations of the Spirit are important. We all 
have a role to play, something to do, for the common good.  
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As we celebrate church this month, as we relaunch in-person worship 
and strive to figure how to live faithfully after Covid isolation, it’s a good 
time for a little self-reflection.  
 
I want to reiterate what I mentioned last week. In our Book of Order, part 
of the constitution of the Presbyterian Church, there is a section listing 
various ways that church members are called to serve, and the list 
concludes with: 

reviewing and evaluating regularly the integrity of one’s 
membership, and considering ways in which one’s participation in 
the worship and service of the church may be increased and made 
more meaningful. (Book of Order, G-1.0304) 
 

So if your gift is prayer, then pray. If it’s singing, then sing. If it is helping, 
then help. If it’s serving on a committee, then serve. If it’s generosity, be 
generous. If it’s willingness to do the things that nobody else seems to 
want to do, then God bless you and may you continue to have the grace 
to do those things.  
 
For those who are church members, you have a responsibility to work 
for the common good, to strengthen this church, to support one another. 
I don’t want to lay on the guilt, but we are responsible for each other, 
and we are called by God for the common good.  
 
Jesus Christ came to this world, announcing the Kingdom of God—a new 
reality of love and justice and righteousness. He invited people to turn 
away from selfish and hurtful and foolish pursuits and to live with new 
purpose, and to come together as the church to support and encourage 
each other.  
 
Every day, we need to ask ourselves what we can do to serve God and 
the common good. 
 
We are one body with many parts. We are better together. Thanks be to 
God. 


