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2nd Sunday after Pentecost: “The Church is More Than a Building” 
 
Psalm 122:1 
CHARLIE BERTHOUD | SERMON FOR SUNDAY, JUNE 6, 2021 
 
 
Hello church! 
 
Our scripture for today is just one verse, from Psalm 122.1: 
 

I was glad when they said to me, 
    “Let us go to the house of the Lord!” 
 

Our 2021 version of the psalm is: 
 

We were really, really, really glad when they said to us 
 Let us go back to worship in the church building! 
 

I know that not everyone can make it back into the building 
right now, but it’s very exciting that we are finally able to begin 
reopening our sanctuary for worship, along with our church 
building for various activities.  
 
Our church is a beautiful and 
special place. We mark our 
67th anniversary as a 
congregation this fall, and 
our church building has been 
at the corner of Segoe and 
Mineral Point for most of 
those 67 years. Our church 
building is beautiful and 
wonderful.  
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This is a place where we gather on a regular basis, to 
reconnect with God and with each other.  
 
This is a place where we can sense God speaking to us, through 
music and scripture and reflection. 
 
This is a place that serves like a hospital for sinners, as we 
bring our brokenness and sin together, and we find the grace 
of God. 
 
This is place that is like a school of transformation for all of us, 
where lives are changed for the better. 
 
This is a place where we learn about the love of God and where 
we find new strength, courage, and wisdom to go out into the 
world to live the word of God, to make it real. 
 
A lot of that happens right here when we gather together in the 
sanctuary—a place where we haven’t been together for about 
70 consecutive Sundays, until today.  
 
People tell me that our sanctuary is a holy place, a special 
place where we may find it easier to really wake up to God’s 
presence, God’s call, and God’s love, in Jesus Christ, through 
the Holy Spirit.  
 
So we love this building, we love this sanctuary, and we try to 
take good care of it. Over the past year or so, we’ve made 
several updates:  

• Reinforced the pews 
• Added informational monitors in the narthex 
• Installed a water bottle filler 
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• Painted new lines in the parking lot 
• Cleared lots of yard waste and planted pretty flowers 

 

 

 
We’ve also added a puzzle exchange, humidified the organ, 
begun discussing a stained glass window for the columbarium, 
and more. 
 
We spend money and recruit volunteers to do care for the 
church building, because our church building is special.  
 
We love being together in this holy place. 
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When you’re ready, I hope you can join us. This is a great place 
to be. 
 
Our reading today from Psalm 122 is one of fifteen “Psalms of 
Ascent”—psalms that were used for people making pilgrimages 
of faith, holy journeys to Jerusalem.  
 
It’s like a road-trip playlist—the songs and prayers that you 
share as you make the effort to get to a holy place.  
 
Reading through these fifteen psalms, we get a sense of the 
passion to get to those special places and the hunger for the 
encounter with God in those holy places.  
 
But there is subtle and interesting distinction in Psalm 122, and 
elsewhere in Old Testament scripture, which reminds us that 
our ultimate purpose isn’t locked in on a building or a specific 
location. 
At one point we read in Psalm 122 about “the house of the 
Lord.” This is assumed to be the temple, the physical building. 
 
Elsewhere in Psalm 122 and in the Old Testament, we read 
about the “house of David” which is understood as a dynasty, a 
collection of people, a lived reality.  
 
With the house of David and the people of Israel, God was 
claiming a people to live in new ways, with new purpose.  
 
This is the inheritance of the Christian church.  
 
Jesus came to the world proclaiming good news and 
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forgiveness and new life.  
 
He called people together into a new way of living, as part of 
the Kingdom of God, to live with purpose and love neighbors, 
and serve the outcasts, and to be courageous against evil, to 
make a difference for good. 
 
He called us together, as one body, with many different parts, 
different experiences, skills, and interests, to continue what he 
began in the world.  
 
This is what the church is. It’s not just a building.  
 
The Book of Order of the Presbyterian Church (this is our 
constitution) begins on the very first page with a section called 
the mission of the church: 
 

The mission of God in Christ gives shape and substance to 
the life and work of the Church. In Christ, the Church 
participates in God’s mission for the transformation of 
creation and humanity by proclaiming to all people the 
good news of God’s love, offering to all people the grace 
of God at font and table, and calling all people to 
discipleship in Christ. Human beings have no higher goal in 
life than to glorify and enjoy God now and forever, living in 
covenant fellowship with God and participating in God’s 
mission. 
 

So even as we rejoice that our building has reopened and when 
we affirm with the psalmist, “I was glad when they said let us 
go up to the house of the Lord,” we need to be clear:  

• The church building is not our ultimate goal, our final 
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destination.  
• The church building is not the end point of our 

pilgrimage. 
• The church building is not the last stop on our road 

trip.  
 

As wonderful and beautiful as our church building is, as 
important as this building is to encountering God and changing 
lives, the church is more than a building: 

• The church building is kind of like a rest area on the 
highway, giving us a chance to rest and refuel and make 
sure we’re heading in the right direction. 

• The church building is a gathering spot, to help us on the 
journey of faith. 

• The church building helps us become the people God calls 
us to be. 

• The church building equips us to be the church in the 
world.  

• The church building is a means to an end. 

We talk about “going to church,” which is reasonable, when we 
think about gathering together on a Sunday morning in person.  
But over the past year we’ve heard the phrase “the building is 
closed but the church is open.” So, while going to church is 
important, what is more important is “being the church” in our 
daily lives: 

• When you pray for and care for someone who is sick or a 
family that is struggling, you are being the church. 

• When you call or email or text people to encourage them, 
to support them, to bring a smile to their face, you are 
being the church. 
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• When you are generous with your time or your money, 
supporting any effort to make this world a better place, 
you are being the church. 

• When you contact an elected official about any issue that 
will help us love our neighbors—all of our neighbors—you 
are being the church.  

• When you read your Bible and listen for the call of Jesus, 
when you pray “thy kingdom come, thy will be done” and 
when you sing “I’m gonna live so God can use me,” then 
you are being the church. 

 
As I said in the video for worship today, for those who aren’t 
yet able to join us in person, please know this: You are still “in 
church” wherever you are, in that the church is the community 
of God’s people who strive to faithfully follow Jesus and make 
a difference in the world.  
 
So, for those who can be physically present in church, fantastic. 
I hope you will take full advantage of the time and space, to be 
nourished and renewed and strengthened in God’s love for the 
journey ahead. 
 


