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Today is the first Sunday of Advent, and I’m here in our sanctuary, which is 
decorated for Advent and Christmas.  
 
The word Advent means “coming,” and the season of Advent is the four 
Sundays before Christmas, when we Christians prepare ourselves for the 
coming of Jesus into the world, as a baby born in a manger. 
 
If we’re not careful, we can get too sentimental with Christmas and just think 
of Jesus as a cute little baby. Our sermon series for the next month is called 
“Rediscovering Christmas: Who Is Jesus.” And with the series, you are invited 
to think about who Jesus was—and is: 
 
King 
 
Prince of Peace 
 
Savior 
 
Emmanuel 
 
Light of the World 
 
My hope is that during this very challenging time in our journey, we can 
rediscover Jesus, to give us hope and strength for daily living.  
 
Inspiration for this series comes from a book by Adam 
Hamilton called Incarnation: Rediscovering the Significance 
of Christmas. And the book brings us back to the Bible.  
 
The Bible is filled with the yearning of God’s people for a 
king.  
 
King David was seen as the greatest of many kings of 
Israel. He was understood to be the anointed one, the 
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chosen one, and in 2 Samuel 7 we read of God’s promise that a descendant of 
David would be king forever. 
 
But too many kings failed in doing right. The prophets spoke longingly of a 
day when a king would rule the people with justice and righteousness. In 
Micah 5 we read: 
 
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
    who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me 
    one who is to rule in Israel, 
whose origin is from of old, 
    from ancient days.  (Micah 5:2) 
 
Jesus was born and acclaimed as a king, as a rival to kings of the world. In 
Matthew 2 we read:  
 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise 
men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has 
been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have 
come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened…. 
(Matthew 2:1-3) 
 
So Jesus proclaimed and taught about the Kingdom of God, calling people to 
follow, with new focus and new purpose. His message was a threat to the 
kingdoms of the world, so he was arrested and convicted and sentenced to 
die. When Jesus was crucified, the cross had INRI written on it, a Latin 
abbreviation for Jesus of Nazareth, king of the Jews.  
 
Jesus was clearly a king. We affirm Jesus as King with our music, especially 
this time of year: 
 

• Hark! The herald angels sing, glory to the newborn king 
• Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her king 
• And in Handel’s Messiah, we proclaim “King of kings and Lord of Lords” 

But Jesus wasn’t a king like the kings of this world. Instead of seeking power 
and wealth, Jesus the king seeks compassion, justice, and righteousness, with 
special concern for those who are poor, excluded, ignored, broken.  
 
We see this most clearly in Matthew 25.  
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Jesus is teaching about the kingdom of God and he says that the nations will 
be separated, like a shepherd who separates the sheep and goats.  
 
Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed 
by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave 
me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked 
and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison 
and you visited me.’  (Matthew 25:34-36) 
 
The people are confused, wondering when they served the king in this way. 
Jesus responds saying: 
 
 And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the 
least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’ 
 
This is the king we worship: 

• the one who calls us to humble and faithful service of the people around 
 us,  

• the one who calls us to repent and reprioritize,  
• the one who denounces greed and hypocrisy 
• the one who shows us sacrificial love and who teaches us to love 

 everyone.  

Those of you who are really connected to the church and the liturgical year 
will know that last Sunday was “Christ the King” Sunday, a special day to 
celebrate Jesus the King, on the last Sunday before Advent. Matthew 25 is 
frequently read on this day.  
 
This celebration of Christ the King began in 1925, with an edict from Pope Pius 
XI. Let’s think about what the world looked like in 1925: 

• Europe was rebuilding from the devastation of WWI and the world was 
 recuperating from the flu pandemic 

• Benito Mussolini dissolved the Italian Parliament to become dictator 
• Adolf Hitler was gaining a following in Germany 
• US President Calvin Coolidge proposed phasing out the inheritance tax, 

 as the gap between rich and poor increased 
• Teacher John Scopes was arrested for teaching the theory of evolution 
• And 30 or 40 thousand members of the Ku Klux Klan marched in 

 Washington DC; the Klan had over 5 million members  

In this world of 1925, Pope Pius XI wisely affirmed the need to renounce the 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feast_of_Christ_the_King
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false kings or idols—like Mussolini or Hitler or the Klan or the almighty dollar—
and lift up Jesus as King. 
 
I’m grateful to Libby Howe, a Lutheran from Wisconsin, for her insightful 
reflection on Christ the King, in a recent issue of “The Christian Century” 
magazine. As we think about Christ the King, we need to be cautious because 
the king language evokes militarism, patriarchy, and excessive earthly power.  
 
Howe imagines Christ the King Sunday as Christ the Center Sunday, with an 
invitation for us to decenter ourselves, especially those of us in positions of 
privilege. She concludes saying: “As one curves outward, decenters, and self-
sacrifices, the promised reward is an encounter with Jesus…. This is the gospel 
of Immanuel, God with us, not as an abstract distant king but as the ultimate 
living presence.” 
 
So here we are today, affirming Jesus as king just weeks after a contentious 
presidential election. Last year, Donald Trump said, “I am the chosen one.” 
Well he’s not our king, not our messiah, not our savior. He is our president.  
 
And Joe Biden is not our king or our messiah or savior either. He has been 
elected as our next president.  
 
As citizens we have elected leaders. But as Christians we intentionally acclaim 
Jesus as our king, especially in this season of Advent. 
 
In his book Incarnation, Adam Hamilton writes: “Advent beckons all who 
consider themselves Christians—regardless of whether they are Republicans, 
Democrats, Libertarians, or Independents—to come to the stable and there 
fall on our knees as the shepherds surely did, yielding our allegiance, our 
hearts, and our will to the newborn King” (Incarnation: Rediscovering the 
Significance of Christmas by Adam Hamilton, Kindle Location 116). 
 
Several years ago in our home, I was telling our two boys to clean up their 
toys. They were both resisting my efforts. As tension mounted, one of them, 
who was around age 7 at the time, said, “You’re not the boss of me. God is the 
boss.” 
 
While at first I wondered if he was spending too much time at church, I quickly 
realized that he was at least partially correct, in that ultimately God is the 
boss, the ruler, the king, if you will. 
 
To clarify things, I got my Bible out and showed him Exodus chapter 20 verse 

https://www.christiancentury.org/article/living-word/november-22-roc-matthew-2531-46
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12, which reads, “Honor your father and your mother.” I explained how yes 
indeed God is the boss, but that God had appointed parents as sort of like 
lieutenants, or as assistants, to carry out day to day tasks. They weren’t 
thrilled with my insight, but they cleaned up the toys.  
 
I’ve enjoy remembering that story both for my masterful parenting and more 
importantly for the reminder that God is the boss. In a trinitarian sense, we 
could say God is the boss, that Jesus is the King, and the Holy Spirit is our 
Teacher.  
 
Over the next month, we’re going to hear a lot about our current president 
and future president, and we’re going to hear a lot of Christmas music. As you 
hear these things, remember that Jesus is our King, our Center, our Lord. Let 
earth receive her king. 
 
Let me encourage you to renew your commitment as a Christian, to live with a 
purpose, as part of God’s kingdom of love and justice and righteousness.  
If you feel so inspired, and if you’re physically OK to do so, let me encourage 
you to spend some time on your knees in prayer this week, bowing down 
before our king.  
 
Let us pray: 
Blessed are you O God, king of the universe. In Jesus Christ you have come  
to call us to be your people,  
to serve you with our time, our treasure, our talents;  
to live each day with clear purpose,  
to love our neighbors.  
We praise and thank you, Lord of Lord and King of Kings.  
Amen.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


