
“Listen to Your 

Teacher”  
Psalm 25:4-5; Matthew 28:18-20 

Sunday, September 6, 2020 

Rev. Charlie Berthoud 

Covenant Presbyterian Church 

Madison, Wisconsin 

 

Make me to know your ways, O Lord; 

    teach me your paths. 

Lead me in your truth, and teach me, 

    for you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all day long. 

--Psalm 25.4-5 

 

At the beginning of a new school year, parents often tell their children “Listen to the 

teacher.” As kids get older, parents encourage their kids to pay attention. Parents of 

those in college remind their children that college is expensive, so students should make 

the most of the opportunity and learn from professors. 

In every context, it’s important to listen to the teacher.  

It’s hard enough to do education well in ordinary times, and now in this pandemic, it’s 

much more challenging. 

Many students and teachers are beginning the year at home, with a computer screen as 

a classroom. Parents with young children are shifting schedules, trying to make things 

work.  

Those who are in classrooms must stay vigilant about the virus.  

Good education is vital to a healthy and strong society.  

I’m glad that here at Covenant we support education in many ways 

• With Glenn Stephens Elementary School and our partnership, providing school 

supplies, funding for playground equipment and students in need 
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• With mission dollars here in Madison and in Guatemala, South Sudan, Peru, and 

Indonesia  

• With learning opportunities every week for all ages 

One other way to support education as Christians is to pray.  

Over the past couple weeks, I’ve biked around to many local high schools, and I’ve 

stopped to pray. At each school, I prayed something like this: 

Loving God, I pray for the school, the principal, staff, teachers, students, parents, 

and families. Bless them all. Keep them safe and healthy. Help them learn and 

grow. Amen.  

 
 

 

  

 

As people of faith and people of prayer, I want to invite you to pray regularly for schools 

near you, the schools that are important to you.  
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As we pray, we become more aware, more compassionate. One way that God answers 

prayer is through us. As we pray for schools and teachers and students and staff and 

families, God will work through us to answer those prayers.  

In our Covenant church family, we have lots of students, teachers, and school staff. I 

thought it would be good to hear directly from them about this year.   

I asked a few students to share their hopes for the year. It’s inspiring to hear Jacob, 

Brooke, Claire, Jeremyah, being hopeful to connect with friends, be safe, get past 

COVID, and even to care for the world around us.  

We have many people connected to the University of Wisconsin. People like Brad, 

David, Emilie are hoping for community, empathy, and perseverance. 

We have lots of parents of students, some of whom are teachers and staff, and we even 

have one newly elected member of the Madison School Board. Jenny, Chris, and Jenn 

are hoping to support students and families, to have a pandemic of kindness, and to be 

open to the good that God can bring even in this challenging year.  

So the challenging new year begins with lots of hope. 

One of my biggest hopes is that all of us will stick together, support each other, and 

remember we’re not alone. God is with us.  

If you’re hurting, if you’re struggling, please reach out. 

Covenant is a caring community.  

And we’re a learning community, committed to learning God’s love and living it, making 

it real. We need to listen to our teacher. Jesus is perhaps best known as a teacher, with 

disciples, or students who listen and follow.  

In Colossians 3:16, we read: let the word of Christ dwell in you richly. 

So I’m closing with five teachings of Jesus, with the hope that the word of Christ would 

dwell in you richly. Maybe one of these five is just what you need to hear today. 

At the beginning of his ministry, Jesus said, 

“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe 

in the good news.” As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his 
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brother Andrew casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. And Jesus 

said to them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” (Mark 1:15-17) 

Jesus calls us to new direction, new purpose, new life.  

When Jesus was asked about the greatest commandment, he said: 

“‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 

with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is 

like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’” (Matthew 22:37-39) 

I am pretty sure Jesus meant all of our neighbors—Our Black and white neighbors, our 

Republican and Democrat and Independent neighbors.  

And Jesus makes it clear we are to love our neighbors in concrete ways. When faced 

with thousands of hungry people, Jesus told his disciples: 

“You give them something to eat.” (Mark 6:36) 

Knowing that life is full of challenge and hardship, Jesus offers his followers a gift. He 

said: 

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world 

gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.” (John 

14:27) 

And at the end of the gospel, the last thing Jesus says to his followers according to 

Matthew, is a charge and a promise of abiding presence. 

“Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I 

have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the 

age.” (Matthew 28:19-20) 

Thanks be to God for the words of the Teacher. May this be a year of learning for all of 

us. Amen.  
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Prayer of blessing— 

As we begin this school year, I want to share God’s blessings with everyone. We can’t do 

a blessing of the backpacks in person, so I want to bless your books, your computer, 

your desk, your workspace. If one of those things is nearby I invite you to touch or hold 

it as I pray. If it’s not nearby, just envision it. Or if you’re with a loved one, maybe you 

could hold hands. Let us pray. 

Loving God you have given us your word and Spirit to help us learn your way. You sent 

Jesus the Teacher to call us into new life. You give us opportunities every day to learn 

and grow. Thank you. Keep us open to learning new things every day. 

As we begin a new school year, we pray for students and parents and caregivers, for 

teachers and administrators and school support staff.  

Bless our books, our desks, our computers. Help all students to make the best of this 

challenging situation and strive to learn and grow every day. Give our teachers wisdom 

and energy, and help them remember that they are making a difference. Give 

administrators and staff wisdom and compassion. Bless parents and caretakers with 

patience, courage, and love.  

Hear our prayer O Lord. Amen.  

 

 

 


