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How Then Shall We Live? 
A Letter From Pastor Charlie  
 
On the first Sunday of every month, we share the Ten Commandments. After the prayer of confession, and 
after we hear the good news of God’s merciful love, the liturgist asks: “As forgiven people, how then shall we 
live?” 

God gave Moses the commandments after rescuing/saving the people from op-
pression in Egypt. The commandments are not preconditions for God’s love. 
They are meant to shape our lives as we recognize that God has forgiven us, 
rescued us, saved us.  

During the holy season of Lent, which begins with Ash Wednesday on Febru-
ary 17, we will be reflecting on the Ten Commandments in Sunday worship 
and in Wednesday evening fellowship meals (details below). 

If you’re looking for a helpful book on the commandments, I suggest a new 
book by Pastor Adam Hamilton called Words of Life: Jesus and the Promise of 
the Ten Commandments Today.  

We’ll begin with a Zoom worship on Ash Wednesday, remembering that life is 
short and praying that God would free us from sin. We continue through Lent, 
reflecting on the words and ministry of Jesus—the wondrous love of God. We 
conclude Lent with Holy Week, remembering the Last Supper and the Cruci-
fixion and the Resurrection on Easter Sunday. 

Unless something miraculous happens, all of our worship through Easter will continue to be online only. We 
are grateful for the Covid vaccine, but it is not safe for us to gather in person yet.  

So we continue our Covid journey and we continue our faith journey. Lent is as good a time as any for us to 
hear the question: “As forgiven people, how then shall we live?” I’m glad to be learning about how to live 
with you.  

Charlie Berthoud, Pastor Joys, Cares & Concerns 

Prayers continue for the following Covenant fami-
lies mourning the deaths of these loved ones: 
Members JoAnn Luedke, Maurice Jury, and Kit 
Nordeen; Wilson Sadowsky, father of Julie Sa-
dowsky; Lucille Johnson, mother of Linda Daly; 
Patricia Shapansky, aunt of Chris Gomez 
Schmidt; Larry Wilson, friend of Jim & Jean Spil-
burg; Marion Applegate, Covenant friend. 

Congratulations to Don & Marion Peterson re-
cently celebrating their 73rd wedding anniversary 
and 63 years of Covenant membership! 

Congratulations to Floyd & Ellen Stautz on the 
birth of their third great granddaughter, Evelyn 
James McQuaid, granddaughter of Stautz’ oldest 
son, Jeffrey, and grandniece of Susan Stautz. Con-
gratulations to Marcia Lund on the birth of her 
grandson Finley James Swiggum, son of her son 
Joe Swiggum & Sarah Halls. Congratulations to 
James & Emily Bridwell on the birth of a son, 
Jonathan James Bridwell. 

Virtual Lenten Suppers  

Join your church family for Virtual Lenten Suppers 
on Wednesdays during Lent.  These Zoom suppers 
meet from 6:00 to 6:45 p.m. and include a short 
devotion and sharing time. Of course, it’s bring-
your-own-supper! If you’d like to stick with tradi-
tion and follow previous Lenten Supper menus, 
here’s what you could have at home each Wednes-
day:  

Feb. 24 Chili 

March 3 Macaroni and Cheese 

March 10 Tacos 

March 17 Pasta 

March 24 Sandwiches and Chips 

March 31 Pizza 

Watch your Friday Connections emails for recipe 
ideas! 
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Children’s 

Ministries 

 
NEW! Lent & Easter 
Church Carry Out for 

Families: Order your one 
grab-and-go take out bag 

with six Sunday School lessons with the theme of 
Lent and Easter. The bag will include Bible stories, 

crafts, games and other options. Sign up here: 
https://covenantmadison.breezechms.com/form/

lent-easter-church-carry-out  

Mobile Ministry for Families Web Page 
Check out the Sunday school lessons, craft ideas, 
and videos of children’s times during worship on 

the Mobile Ministry for Families page of our web-
site. Visit covenantmadison.org/mobile-ministry.  

Heifer International Celebration Postponed  
This popular Covenant event is being modified 

with health safety guidelines in place. Watch the 
Caravan and emails for updates.  

For more information, please contact Children’s 
Ministries Coordinator Donna Monson 

(dmonson@covenantmadison.org).  

High School Youth Connection 
 

HSYC Saturday, Feb. 6 
We’ll bundle up and gather in the courtyard on this 
Saturday evening for fire-cooked smores and hot 
chocolate. The plan is to stay outside the entire 

time, weather permitting. This will be a good time 
to get together in person and spend some time in 
the community of Christ. We’ll gather from 6:30-

7:30. (Note: we won’t be meeting on Feb. 7, due to 
the Super Bowl.)  

 
HSYC Feb. 14, 21, 28 

We’ll be bringing everyone together either via 
Zoom or in person at 6:30. Topics of discussion 

range from silly to serious. We always close with a 
time of scripture, message, and prayer. Check it 

out with no strings attached.  
 

 HSYC to Serve at The River Friday, Feb. 26 
The schools don’t all line up on a day off, so we 

book this event when at least 2 systems are off. In 

this case, it’s Madison and Edgewood. We will 
gather at The River Food Pantry from 10:45-1:30. 
Youth should meet directly at The River located at 

2201 Darwin Road, near the airport. They have a 
strict dress code, which will be sent out to those 

that sign up by Feb. 24. The River has been serving 

over 1,100 families per week with their drive-thru 
service. Check out the pictures from recent River 
days on the Covenant Presbyterian Youth Face-

book page.  

 
2021 Trash & Treasure Canceled 

Our Youth Ministries Committee, High School 
Youth Connection Advisors and I have decided 

that due to the pandemic, there is no way to safely 
conduct this beloved event in early 2021 as we 

have done for so many years. We look forward to 
the sale of the century in 2022!   

 

For more information or to sign up for any of 
the Youth Connections events, please contact 
Youth Ministries Coordinator Steve Royalton 

(sroyalton@covenantmadison.org).   
 

2021 Offering Envelopes 
For those interested, 2021 offering envelope sets 

are now available. For those who elect to pay their 
pledges by cash or check on a monthly or weekly 
basis, these currency envelopes, dated monthly or 

weekly, can serve as helpful reminders to mail 
their gifts to the church. Contact Mary Kieta 

(mkieta@covenantmadison.org) in the church of-
fice if you are interested in using envelopes. 
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Youth Connection 

Middle School Youth Connection 
We are planning on gathering every Sunday in Feb-

ruary at 4:00. This will happen either by Zoom or 
possibly in-person at the church. On February 7, we 
promise to be done in plenty of time for the Super 

Bowl kick-off! 
 
 

https://covenantmadison.breezechms.com/form/lent-easter-church-carry-out
https://covenantmadison.breezechms.com/form/lent-easter-church-carry-out
https://www.covenantmadison.org/mobile-ministry
https://www.facebook.com/Covenant-Presbyterian-Youth-375975049490643
https://www.facebook.com/Covenant-Presbyterian-Youth-375975049490643
https://www.riverfoodpantry.org/
https://www.riverfoodpantry.org/
https://www.riverfoodpantry.org/
https://www.riverfoodpantry.org/
https://www.riverfoodpantry.org/
https://www.riverfoodpantry.org/
https://www.riverfoodpantry.org/
https://www.riverfoodpantry.org/
https://www.riverfoodpantry.org/
https://www.riverfoodpantry.org/
https://www.riverfoodpantry.org/
https://www.riverfoodpantry.org/
https://www.riverfoodpantry.org/


 

 

 

 

 

February Adult Ed Classes 
Compassion: Giving of Ourselves 

 
February 7: The Bible Project Character of God Series 
Together we will watch several videos and "learn about the foundational descriptions of God's attributes 
found in the book of Exodus." Discussion will follow with members of the Adult Education Committee.  

 

February 14: No class—We hope to see you at the congregational meeting! 
 
February 21: Mercy Mats 
This organization, based in the West Allis area, is committed to repurposing plastic shopping bags as a way 
to care for the environment. They are turned into sleeping mats for the homeless community. Donna 
Reimesch will explain how the group began, their community project, and how it can be replicated in our 
community (images and further information at (20+) Mercy Mats West Allis | Facebook). 

 
February 28: Compassion and Meditation, led by Betsy Delzer 
Betsy Delzer is a mind-body coach in the public-school system. She is also the founder of RISE 
(riseforthegreatergood.com). She focuses her coaching and skill training on mindfulness-based emotional 
intelligence. She specializes in yoga teaching and training, racial justice, and contemplative practices. Her 
class will be enjoyable and informative. Come join us! 
 

All classes meet on Sunday mornings at 10:00 am via Zoom.  
Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83189424277  

Covenant to host a 
blood drive on  
February 11 from 
1:00-6:00 pm! 

 
If you’d like to donate to help 

save a life, please sign up for a time slot: 
 
1. Visit redcrossblood.org. 

2. Enter Covenant’s zip code (53705) in the red box on the top right. 

3. Click "Refine Search" and scroll down to select “Choose My 
Dates.” 

4. Select February 11, 2021 on the calendar, then look for Cove-
nant’s event on the list. Select a time slot that works for you, then 
you will be prompted to create an account to finish the sign-up.  

If you need any help signing up, please contact Pastor Jeff at 
jfoxkline@covenantmadison.org. Thank you for saving a life! 

Friday Book Club 

The Friday Book Club is continuing to read the book Holy Envy: 

Finding God in the Faith of Others by Barbara Brown Taylor. They 

have read the first few chapters so far. They meet on the 1st and 3rd 

Friday mornings from 9:30-11:00 via Zoom. Contact Kris Anderson for 

more information or to be added to the email list.  
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Covenant Grief 

Group Gathering 
Tuesday, March 2 at 7:00 

via Zoom 
 
The death of a loved one can be like the 
death of part of yourself. Grief can in-
clude emptiness, loneliness, anger, and 
adjustments; and these feelings may be 
compounded during Covid-19.  Join 
Chelsea Cornelius and Donna Monson 
for a one-time gathering to talk about 
grief and loss.  
 
In addition to sharing experiences 
(optional) we will talk about grief cop-
ing skills and how our Christian faith 
gives us hope. Matthew 5:4 tells us, 
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they 
will be comforted.”   
 
Email Donna 
at dmonson@covenantmadison.org or 
call the church office (608-233-6297) to 
register for the class. 

https://bibleproject.com/explore/category/character-of-god-series/
https://www.facebook.com/WestAllisMercyMats
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83189424277
https://www.redcrossblood.org/
mailto:dmonson@covenantmadison.org
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Mission Spotlight: Porchlight 

In 2020, Covenant provided $3,300 to our mission partner Porchlight. Your 
generosity made this gift possible! 

Porchlight has been supporting housing needs in the Madison area since the 
1980s. Their oldest program is a men's emergency shelter, which was housed in 
the basements of three downtown churches prior to the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
need to provide more physical space among sheltering men and to incorporate 
health screening resulted in moves to a temporary shelter at Warner Park in the 
spring and to an east side facility in December. These changes in venue and ser-

vices have been expensive. Covenant also supports Porchlight through the purchase of food used in packages 
to welcome visitors and new community members, although this Porchlight program has been on hiatus since 
the pandemic began. 

In addition to providing emergency shelter for homeless men, Porchlight addresses the root causes of home-
lessness. It is the largest non-profit provider of affordable housing in Madison, maintaining 370 units. Due to 
the pandemic, many residents have lost their jobs and have trouble paying rent. Porchlight also provides day-
time shelter for the mentally ill as well as transitional housing for veterans at risk of homelessness.  

Visit porchlightinc.org for more information about Porchlight’s services and other ways to give by donating or 
volunteering. 

Covenant raised over $41,000 for COVID 
relief in 2020, and we plan to continue sup-
porting our community by growing this vi-
tal fund. This year, Porchlight, Friends of 
State Street Families, and Cook It For-
ward Madison will be the beneficiaries. 
We look forward to spotlighting these awe-
some organizations in each Caravan! Visit 
covenantmadison.org/covid19offering to 
contribute! 
 
Left: The Lussier Center sent us this spe-
cial thank you for our sponsorships of their 
annual Christmas gift-giving program!  

https://porchlightinc.org/
https://www.covenantmadison.org/covid19offering
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Library Corner: Two (Abridged) Book Reviews Focusing 

on the Book of Acts 

Reviewed by Covenant Member John Strikwerda 

The Acts of the Apostles, usually called Acts, is the second of a two-part work. The 
first book is the Gospel of Luke which shows us Jesus’ ministry, and this is followed 
by Acts, relating how the followers of Jesus spread their beliefs throughout Asia Mi-
nor, Greece, and finally to Rome. It reads like history and is the only book of its kind 
in the New Testament. We have four Gospels, many letters of Paul, but only one Acts. 

Here I review two books centered on Acts, one a commentary and the other a scholar-
ly and readable analysis. 

In Acts: A Commentary, The Revolution of the Intimate Rev. Willie James Jennings 
looks at Acts through the lens of the experience of American Blacks. It is a very in-
sightful book, offering connections between early Christian conflicts among Jewish 
and Gentile believers and conflicts in our contemporary society. 

Jennings stresses that Christians today are, like those in Acts, at odds with the power 
structures that govern our world. Although American Blacks see this more sharply 

than others, it applies to all those attempting to follow Jesus in making this a better world. […] 

The second reviewed book on Acts, a short one, is The Mystery of Acts by Richard Per-
vo. This is an analysis, not a commentary, revealing what Biblical scholars are discov-
ering about this important book of the Bible. Pervo reminds us that Biblical writers 
wrote to advance a point of view. The Gospels are not biographies. Acts is not history. 
Luke, the writer of Acts, has a point to make and makes it so well that it’s hard to see 
that it doesn’t quite hang together. As Pervo states, “Acts is a beautiful house that read-
ers may happily admire, but it is not a home in which the historian can responsibly 
live.” 

Pervo frequently uses the language of detective novels to highlight what he calls Luke’s 
"perfect crime," which is that Luke justifies Pauline Christianity with a myth that reads 
somewhat like history. As analysis, The Mystery of Acts seems like a lot of poking 
around and myth demolition. Pervo suggests that the myth advanced by Acts helped the 

church survive. Communities need powerful myths. […] 

In summary, both books add to my understanding of the early Christian church and how I, as a Christian, 
should act in society. I recommend them both: Acts: A Commentary as a commentary and The Mystery of 
Acts for background information about this important book of the Bible. 

Visit covenantmadison.org/post/two-book-reviews-focusing-on-the-book-of-acts to read the full review. 

Please call or email the church office to set up a time to explore our library and check out some books! 

February Session Update 
Your Session met on January 26 via Zoom. It was the first official meeting for four new Elders and had a very 

full agenda. First, we welcomed new members Steve and Beckie Fulton to Covenant. We then had an interesting 
update on GatherX, the intentional community for young adults in the downtown area. Long range planning 
preparation is ongoing, and a Vital Congregations program of the PC(USA) is being considered. The officers of 

the Session were elected and include Gordon Enderle as Treasurer, Laurie Jones as Clerk of Session, and Carol 
Philipps as President of the Corporation. With heavy hearts, Session  decided to refrain from in-person Sunday 
worship in the sanctuary until May 31, 2021. The Session will continue to monitor current pandemic protocols 

and react accordingly should vaccines and safety allow an earlier (or later) opening. May God continue to bless 
our virtual gatherings. 

Laurie Jones, Clerk of Session 

https://www.covenantmadison.org/post/two-book-reviews-focusing-on-the-book-of-acts
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Drive thru the Covenant church parking lot on Sunday, March 7 to 
pick up individually packaged donuts, receive a devotional prayer, 
and wave to your Covenant community! We’ll have treats for your 

pups, too, so feel free to bring them along.  
Enter on Mineral Point Road; exit on Segoe Road.  

Save the dates! 

February 11: Blood Drive at Covenant from 1:00-6:00pm (see page 5) 

February 14: JAZZ Service followed by our Annual Congregational Meeting at 10:00am  

The Session has called the Annual Congregational Meeting for Sunday, February 14, at 10:00am, via 
Zoom. The agenda includes: 

•   Approval of the 2020 Annual Report 

•   Approval of the terms of call for both pastors 

•   Presentation of the 2021 Budget 

The Annual Report is available on the homepage of the Covenant website (see the “Resources” section 
or click HERE), with hard copies available for pick-up at the church office. 

February 17: Ash Wednesday Service via Zoom from 6:00-6:30pm (the Zoom link will be 
provided in Friday CONNECTIONS emails and on our website) 

February 24: Virtual Lenten Suppers begin from 6:00-6:45pm (see page 2) 

March 2: Covenant Grief Group Gathering at 7:00pm (see page 5) 

March 7: Drive-Thru Donuts & Devotions is making a comeback from 10:30-11:30 am!  
(see above) 

 

  

https://9ddb6d7a-cf4f-4fa0-87e7-784fadb88e70.usrfiles.com/ugd/9ddb6d_f0c579e9cd594e16bb68b3199cfc5245.pdf

