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Connecting 
A Letter from Pastor Charlie 

 
In late April, we had an ice cream party at Oakwood, and it was WONDERFUL! 

Your pastoral care staff (Melissa, Clara, and I) invited Covenant folks together for ice cream and fel-
lowship. Melissa led the group of about 20 people in a fun music game too. She “muses” more on 
this gathering in a recent Midweek Musings (covenantmadison.org/midweek-musings). 

 

In various ways, just about everyone said, “It’s SO GOOD to be together!” 

The Oakwood gathering reminded me of how important it is to connect with other people.  

With warmer weather and increasing numbers of vaccinations, more people are getting together in 
person. We still encourage caution, especially for families with young children and those with 
health concerns.  

As Christians we are called into community, as one body with many parts. And we’re called to love 
our neighbors. So in a sense, we are called to Get Out… into the world, to connect with each other.  

So I encourage you, as you’re comfortable to get out and connect with other people—in person, on 
the phone, via email, whatever. Maybe think of someone right now and connect with them. If 
you’re feeling alone and hurting, please reach out; there are people who care about you!  

One great way to connect is at church; we have lots of great things happening at Covenant in May: 
Salsa Sunday, Heifer Sunday, baptisms, and more. Vacation Bible School is happening in June. A 
Guatemala trip is happening in October. Small groups continue to meet. If you can join us in person 
great. If not, please block out some time to connect online for worship.  

In order to keep growing in faith, hope, and love, we need to connect with each other. At this point 
we need to be creative and intentional about making and keeping those connections.  

On the journey together,  
Charlie  

http://www.covenantmadison.org/midweek-musings
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Youth Connection Children’s Ministries 

 

Vacation Bible School 

Join us for a week of fun 
and learning at Vacation 
Bible School. Our theme this 
year is Playing with Parables, 
where kids ages 3 years old 
to 5th grade can learn the 
stories of the Bible in a new 
and exciting way! We will 
be joining alongside Bethany United Methodist 
Church (3910 Mineral Point Rd) this year from 
June 13–16 from 3-5 PM. On June 16 at 5 PM, we 
will have a pizza party for families and volun-
teers. Interested in attending? Register online at 

forms.gle/UnsGip9JizUBDdi69 or pick up a 
paper registration form outside of Jo Wiersema’s 
office. It will be $5 per child, or $10 for families. 
Friends of Covenant are welcome. If you have an 
interest in volunteering or questions about Vaca-
tion Bible School, please contact Jo. 

 
 

Kaleidoscope Kids 
(3 years old through 1st grade) 

Kaleidoscope Kids worship education meets 
during 9:00am worship immediately following 

the Children’s Time Video in room C208. 
Come join the fun and learn all about what it 

means to worship! 
 

Sunday School 
(3 years old through 8th grade) 

The LAST day of Sunday School classes is 
Sunday, May 1!  Classes resume in the Fall. 

 

Sunday Worship 
On Sunday mornings, we invite families into 

worship! For your convenience, we offer Fami-

ly Worship Bags, a selection of Children’s Bi-

bles to read during the service, and a Chil-

dren’s Time Video that explains the morning’s 
scripture lesson. Our Nursery is open from 

8:45-12:15 for children under age 3. 
 

For more information, please contact Chil-
dren’s Ministries Coordinator Jo Wiersema at 

jwiersema@covenantmadison.org.  
 
 

Youth Connection ministries at Covenant are 
open to member families and friends alike! 

 

Middle School Youth Connection (MSYC)  
(Grades 6-8) 

 

• MSYC will gather on Sundays May 1 and 8 

from 4:00-5:00pm. 
• Friday Night Live is on Friday, May 13 from 

6:30-8:30pm. We meet at Vitense Golfland on 
Whitney Way/Schroeder Rd. Cost is $10 and 
includes footgolf and ice cream! Please sign 
up by May 11 by contacting Steve (email be-
low). All participants need a Youth Connec-
tions Permission Form which will be sent out 
to families in the coming weeks. 

 

High School Youth Connection (HSYC)  
(Grades 9-12) 

 

• HSYC will gather on Sundays May 1 and 8 
from 6:30-8:00pm. 

• Our annual Senior Dinner will take place Sun-

day, May 15 from 6:30-8:00pm. We’ll have 
Gino’s lasagna with all the trimmings, and 
honor our graduating seniors! 

 
 For more information, please contact  

Youth Ministries Coordinator Steve Royalton 
at sroyalton@covenantmadison.org.  

 

Special Offering Update 

Ukraine Offering 
We had such an overwhelming response to the 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance offering for 

the people of Ukraine! Between Sunday, 

online, and Kite Event donations, we totaled 

$26,901.26! Thank you for your donations. 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
Our annual PC(USA) offering that aids people 

in disaster, hunger, and oppression, yielded 

$2,918.39 in donations (as of 4/26). Thank you 

once again for your support of this offering! 

https://forms.gle/UnsGip9JizUBDdi69
https://www.riverfoodpantry.org/
https://www.riverfoodpantry.org/
https://www.riverfoodpantry.org/
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Adult Education in May 
All classes meet at 10:00am Sunday and are available on Zoom at: us02web.zoom.us/j/89540028471.  
 

May 1  NO CLASS - Heifer Sunday 
 

May 8 “Lazarus, Come Out… and then what?” - Marilyn Krichko 
  

 During this class, we will explore the meaning of the name Lazarus, why Jesus was not 
 alone that amazing day, and how we can apply this teaching to our own lives. 
 

May 15 Domestic Abuse Intervention Services (DAIS) - Shannon Barry 
 

 Executive Director Shannon Barry shares with us the great mission work of DAIS. 
 

May 22 Dismantling Structural Racism: Ally Options for a Matthew 25 Congregation - Tyler Nylen 
  

 Faith Community Relationship Manager at Nehemiah Center for Urban Leadership Devel-
 opment, Rev. Tyler Nylen, presents this class. We will hear from Covenant members who 
 have participated in Nehemiah’s Black History for a New Day course, and learn about the 
 ways this mission partner has impacted the black community and Madison community. 

May 29 NO CLASS - Memorial Day Weekend 
 

For more information on Adult Education at Covenant, visit covenantmadison.org/adult. You can 
view resources from past classes and/or view videos from past classes as well. 

Mercy Mats 
 

Do you want to 

• help the unhoused? 
• repurpose plastic shopping bags?  
• enjoy fellowship with others?  
 

Join the Mercy Mats group on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday 

of the month from 1:30-3:30pm. No experience is neces-
sary; we’ll show you the process. Drop in anytime to 
watch how we cut bags into strips, tie them together to 
create “plarn”, then wind them into balls to be crocheted 
into waterproof mats. 

Once you’ve seen the process, you can work at home as 
well. Bring your clean bags to church: shopping bags and 
newspaper bags are welcome. Please no heavy-duty bags. 

Spiritual Stroll 
 

Come along for the next Spiritual Stroll around the Madison area on Sunday, May 

22 at 2:00pm! Join family and friends from the church for some meaningful move-
ment at Military Ridge Trail (2585 Old PB Road, Verona). 

These Spiritual Strolls are part of a Covenant program called CONNECT. CON-
NECT is a program of events sponsored by the deacons of Covenant Presbyterian Church with the 
intention of fostering connection within the congregation and community. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89540028471
covenantmadison.org/adult
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Session Report 
Laurie Jones, Clerk of Session 

Your Session met on April 26 by Zoom and began the process of supporting Jo Wiersema as an In-

quirer within the John Knox Presbytery. This begins her journey on the path toward ordination as a 

Presbyterian Teaching Elder (Pastor). The Session agreed with the Reopening Task Force to reinstate 

the in-person Children’s Time in worship beginning May 29 and further approved exploration and 

planning for a summer concert to benefit Ukraine. The Finance Committee reported the financial re-

view has been completed by Wegner and practices conform with accepted accounting principles and 

there are no material changes required. Thank you for your continued prayers for the Ruling Elders.  

Library Corner 
Freeing Jesus: Rediscovering Jesus as a Friend, Teach-

er, Savior, Lord, Way, and Presence 
Written by Diana Butler Bass, Ph.D | Reviewed by Melissa Schmidt  
 

[Excerpt] Who is Jesus to you and how do you know him? What words do you use to define him? 
Has your description of him remained the same over the years? If so, why do you think that is, and 
if not, how has it changed? This past Lenten sermon series about the “I Am” statements, we also 
heard from Covenant members shared with us who Jesus is to them during the Let’s Talk About Je-
sus series. Did you marvel at all of the different ways we describe Jesus? 
 
 

Read more here: covenantmadison.org/post/book-review-freeing-jesus 

Upcoming Events 

Church Women United: Friendship Day 
Friday, May 6, 9:30am 

This year’s theme is It’s Up to You in 2022, A Call to Serve. All are invited to join the in-person meet-
ing and have the opportunity to share personal stories and renew friendships and connections. 
Luncheon to follow.  

Celebration Party for Mary Kieta 
Sunday, June 5, 10:45am 

Save the date to celebrate our Church Administrator of 30 years Mary Kieta! More details to follow 
this month. 

Just a Note! 

Summer Worship begins 
 

On Sunday, May 29, we begin our summer worship schedule. There will be ONE service on Sun-
days through the summer at 9:30am. 

Check Donation Reminder 
 

When making a gift by check, please note its purpose in the memo field to ensure your gift inten-
tions are understood and properly appropriated. Thank you! 

https://www.covenantmadison.org/post/book-review-freeing-jesus
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Mission Spotlight 

JustDane 

Provide justice for the needy and the fatherless; uphold the 
rights of the oppressed and the destitute. Psalm 82:3 
 
The mission of JustDane (formerly Madison-area Urban Ministry) is to help “transform individual 
lives and social systems to create a just and equitable community.” Toward this  mission, JustDane 
provides an array of programs for individuals and families involved in the criminal justice system in 
Dane County – including reentry programs following incarceration; services for children who have 
an incarcerated parent; and community-oriented events to enhance understanding and awareness 
among community members. Through our mission partnership with JustDane, Covenant Presbyteri-
an Church continues to support several innovative and important service initiatives. Here are three 
examples: 
 

• Just Bakery is a hands-on training program that provides experiential background and specific 
vocational skills (e.g., nutrition, management, marketing) for individuals who are experiencing 
significant barriers to employment.  

• Healing House is a facility where families experiencing homelessness can go to receive safe, medi-
cal recuperative care following hospitalization or to prepare for a medical procedure. 

• Circles of Support is a program in which community volunteers provide ongoing guidance and 
support for individuals leaving the prison system. Teams of support volunteers work with incar-
cerated individuals to develop a reentry plan, establish achievable goals, address individuals 
needs and challenges, and serve as a bridge to independent living.  

2022 Guatemala Mission Trip Update 
 

Plans are underway for an exciting Covenant trip to Guatemala October 19 – 
26, 2022 after a 5-year hiatus. Initial plans are being made now and several 
Covenant folks are already planning to participate.  
 

The purpose of the trip will be several-fold: 
• to introduce new participants to Guatemalan culture and the work of 

CEDEPCA where Presbyterian mission co-worker Betsey Moe is on staff 
• to reconnect with our long-term partners at Monte Hebron Presbyterian 

Church in Santo Domingo and the scholarship students we are supporting. 
• to visit Coyolate where Covenant has done many water projects in the past and where the biofil-

ter molds Covenant donated are still being used to support homes in need 
• to learn the next ways in which Covenant can serve our partners 

 

The cost is estimated to be about $2200 per person. The final deadline for signing up is August 15, 
2022. 
 

The next meeting for those interested in or planning to go on this mission trip will be Thursday, 
May 26 at 7:00pm at Covenant. 
 

For further information or to express interest, please contact Pastor Charlie or Sally Lorenz.  
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