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I It seems to me that Christians who are more conservative and Christians who are more liberal, 
Christians who are politically pro-life and Christians who are politically pro-choice, should be able to 

come together on this and advocate for life in a way that takes seriously the complexities involved and 
that honors both women and their unborn children. 

--Rachel Held Evans 

* * * * * 

Our Seeking the Common Good series continues today, looking at the issue of abortion.  

Our scripture reading comes from Deuteronomy 30, the conclusion of Moses’ final message 
to the people of Israel, as they enter into the Promised Land, after a long journey through 
the wilderness.  

Listen for God’s word. 
15 See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16 If you obey 
the commandments of the Lord your God that I am commanding you today, by loving 
the Lord your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and 
ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the Lord your God will bless 
you in the land that you are entering to possess. 17 But if your heart turns away and you 
do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, 18 I declare 
to you today that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are 
crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 19 I call heaven and earth to witness against 
you today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so 
that you and your descendants may live, 20 loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and 
holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in 
the land that the Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to 
Jacob. 

Over the years, I’ve done a lot of work with teenagers. I’ve served as a youth pastor in two 
different churches, and for many summers I worked at camps with teens.  
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About 20 years ago, a teen who I will call Amber contacted me and wanted to meet at a 
local coffee shop. I wondered why. When she told me she was pregnant, I wasn’t surprised. 
But I was surprised by how the conversation went. 

I thought she was going to tell me that she was going to get an abortion. And I wondered 
what I would say. She was very young and due to unfortunate circumstances and poor 
choices, she didn’t seem to be in a good place for parenthood.  

But she said she was going to keep the baby. Long story short: with lots of hard work, with 
lots of help from family, and lots of missing out on what teenagers usually get to do, Amber 
has raised a wonderful child. I’ve seen lots of photos over the years, and her child is now on 
the dean’s list at college, having a wonderful life.   

In that situation, I’m very glad that abortion was not the choice that was made. 

But many situations are not as wonderful, or simple, or clear. While unplanned teen 
pregnancy is complicated and difficult, there are situations that are much more 
complicated and difficult.  

Abortion is not and black and white issue. Every situation is different. Too often women 
face painful choices when the health of the child or the mother is at risk, or after the horror 
of rape. 

Survey after survey shows that most Americans recognize the complexity of abortion, 
realizing that there is a gray area between the extremes of black and white. 

Maybe a football image would help. 

At either end of the field are the more extreme positions. And while there are some 
irrational zealots at the extremes, I understand and respect the passion that people have at 
the extremes.  

In one endzone are those who think abortion be illegal in all circumstances, even rape, even 
when the mother’s life is at risk, because they treasure the gift of life and they have 
passionate belief that life begins at conception.  

Near the other endzone are those who think that human life doesn’t begin until birth and 
that abortion is simply an optional medical procedure, to deal with diverse and 
complicated situations, without acknowledging the questions of human life. 

Most Americans are somewhere in between, standing on the field between these extreme 
positions, recognizing that abortion is a profoundly ethical issue involving a fetus, which is 
in the process of becoming a human.  

Those in the middle see validity in at least some of the extreme positions, recognizing that 
there are legitimate circumstances when abortion is the best available option, particularly 
when the health of the mother is at risk, or after rape.  
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It’s important to remember that the data show that making abortion illegal doesn’t end 
abortion, it just makes them more dangerous, especially for poor women.  

So given all these things, most Americans recognize that sometimes abortion is the least 
worst option, and if abortion is going to happen, it should be safe and legal. 

I wish there were a simple answer. I wish we could just say “this is always right” and “that 
is always wrong.” But the scientific community has not come to consensus on when life 
begins, and this complicates our perspectives. 

And if abortion is allowed after rape, as some pending legislation has it, does that mean a 
woman will have to “prove” that she was raped? Will she have to press charges against 
someone, even if the accused rapist is a partner, a boss, a parent?  

There are many issues. Many questions.  

Abortion is one of many ethical issues that require nuanced thinking, and from people of 
faith, prayer.  

I am certainly no expert. I’ve talked with plenty of people about abortion and family issues 
over the years. I’ve read a lot. But there is much I don’t know.  

Plus I’m very aware that for too long, too many men have been making decisions about 
women’s health, so I speak with humility today.  

But as a Christian, I can speak more confidently about Bible and our faith and the idea of 
choosing life.  

The reading from Deuteronomy 30 has the phrase “choose life” which has been utilized by 
those who are against abortion.  

The people of Israel had been on a long journey through the wilderness, toward the 
promised land. Over and over, God encouraged them to make good choices. So the final 
sermon before entering the new land is focused on making good choices and affirming life.  

Jesus spoke often about life in the gospel, especially in John. 

In the beginning was the Word . . .in him was life….  --John 1:1,4 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes 
in him may not perish but may have eternal life. --John 3:16 

Several times, Jesus used “I am” statements to help people understand him. He said: 

Jesus said, “I am the bread of life.”  --John 6:35 

Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.” --John 14:6 

Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life.” --John 11:25 

The gospel concludes with a promise of life: 
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Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 
written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that 
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in 
his name. --John 20:30-31 

Right in the center of the gospel Jesus makes his purpose clear: 

Jesus said, “I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” --John 10:10b 

Other translations say 

 live life to the fullest 

real and eternal life, more and better life than they ever dreamed of. 

So God wants us to have abundant life, life in all its fullness, real and eternal life, better than 
we can imagine.  

But if we are going to choose life, or to call ourselves pro-life, then it’s more than a one-time 
decision.  

Marriage is a lot more than standing at an altar saying “I do.” It’s a lifetime journey of 
saying I do and trying to love one’s partner.  

In the same way, being pro-life or choosing life is a lot more than saying no to abortion.  

Peter Marty is the editor of “The Christian Century”, an excellent bi-weekly magazine. He’s 
a Lutheran pastor in Iowa, and he wrote about the abortion issue, saying that too many 
politicians are simply anti-abortion and not truly pro-life.   

He writes: 

This recent spate of draconian bills highlights a movement that appears more pro-
birth than pro-life… I keep waiting for lawmakers to support the sanctity of born 
life… Where are the expressions of equal concern for every born child struggling to 
make it in the world? Legislators who oppose abortion regularly oppose child 
nutrition and Head Start programs for low income families…. Shouldn’t those who 
value every heartbeat be absolutely zealous about protecting children from losing 
that heartbeat to a gun? Where’s the undying passion for funding public schools, 
health care for the poor, or universal preschool? 

--Peter Marty, “The Christian Century,” June 19,2019 

So if we’re going to be pro life, it needs to be consistent and focused on all of life, not just 
birth.  

What we really need is to talk with each other, to humanize the people with different 
opinions.  

We need to hear the legit concerns from both sides, minus the extremist zealots. 
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Those of us on the thirty yard line of one side need to reach out to those on the thirty yard 
line across the center. 

There are people who are pro-life who are good and decent people who do indeed value all 
human life, who support women, and help with problem pregnancies, with adoption, with 
complicated family issues.  

There are good and decent people who are pro-choice and want options available for 
pregnant and troubled women. Many pro-choice people are deeply disturbed by how many 
abortions are performed. 

In the conversations I’ve had with people, I hear over and over again that abortion issues 
are complicated. Rather than screaming at each other with picket signs, or posting snippy 
comments on social media, we need to listen to each other.  

Listen to these two perspectives, which help us see the nuance and gray area of abortion, 
from different letters to the editor: 

“Many pro-life [Christians] have long coupled strong denunciation of abortion with 
calls for affordable housing for families and an insistence that health care is a human 
right.” (The Christian Century, July 17, 2019) 

And from a woman who had an abortion: “Those who vilify us seem to be in love 
with a concept, with no interest in the persons involved or their suffering, and show 
a complete absence of compassion.” (“New York Times, Nov 3, 2019) 

We need to listen and learn. And we need to acknowledge the reality that people are having 
sex and they’re going to continue having sex. We need more frank and open conversations 
about sex, and about the human body.  

We need to be more willing to even say words like penis and vagina in public.  

If me saying those two words offended you I’m sorry. But for those of you here last week, I 
did caution you that things might get uncomfortable with this series.  

They are just body parts, and if we can’t even say the words, then we’re going to have a 
hard time making progress talking about difficult complicated emotional issues like 
abortion.  

So we need to talk more about things like sex, about health, about justice, and about life.  

As we talk we might realize is that virtually all people across the spectrum would be happy 
if there were fewer abortions.  

And actually that’s happening. Abortion rates are at their lowest since records were kept in 
the early 1970s.  

And some places are seeing large decreases in abortion, after making contraceptives more 
readily available.  
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With all these complicated issues, I’m glad to be part of a church that is wrestling with 
them.  

The Presbyterian Church has been talking about abortion for decades, and numerous 
statements and position papers have been endorsed by our General Assembly.  

A few years ago, a sort of summary of those statements was compiled. In a section called 
“Areas of Substantial Agreement on the Issue of Abortion” we read: 

• Problem pregnancies are the result of, and influenced by, so many complicated and 
insolvable circumstances that we have neither the wisdom nor the authority to 
address or decide each situation. 

• We affirm the ability and responsibility of women, guided by the Scriptures and the 
Holy Spirit, in the context of their communities of faith, to make good moral choices 
in regard to problem pregnancies. 

• We are disturbed by abortions that seem to be elected only as a convenience or ease 
embarrassment. We affirm that abortion should not be used as a method of birth 
control, or gender selection. 

• We call upon Presbyterians to work for a decrease in the number of problem 
pregnancies, thereby decreasing the number of abortions.  [We must focus on 
poverty, sexism, racism, unjust social realities] 

• The strong Christian presumption is that since all life is precious to God, we are to 
preserve and protect it. Abortion ought to be an option of last resort 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/blog/2016/02/23/abortion-issues-2/ 

My father died suddenly and unexpectedly almost 25 years ago. At that point, my prayer 
life changed. To this day, I often begin my prayers with “thank you God for the gift of life.” 

We’re not all going to agree on everything about abortion any time soon. But for those of us 
in between the 30 yard lines, we need to continue working together, to be pro-life, pro-
women, pro-justice--Working together for the common good.  

 

Let us pray 

Thank you God for the gift of life. Help us to treasure the life you’ve given us. We pray for 
women facing complex and difficult situations. We pray for our elected leaders. Help us 
work for to affirm life however and wherever we can. In the name of the one who came to 
bring life to the world. Amen.   

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/blog/2016/02/23/abortion-issues-2/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/blog/2016/02/23/abortion-issues-2/

