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A Letter from Pastor Charlie 

 
I’m enjoying the walk. Are you?  

I’m excited to see people engaging with the Christian practices outlined in The Walk by Adam Hamilton—the 
foundation for our sermon and small group series this fall.  

People are learning and growing in the five practices: worship & prayer, study & listening, serving, giving, 
and sharing. We have given out over 150 copies of the book, and we have more if you didn’t get one yet. Con-
tact the church office.  

The theme of the series is “Getting Back on Track.” Over the challenges of the past two years, we all have 
gotten at least a little lost or disoriented. But God continues to love us and call us, so we’re trying to help each 
other take one step at a time in the right direction.  

On Sunday, October 3, we will take a break from the book and focus on two other Christian practices: 

• Loving our Global Neighbors: Since it’s World Communion Sunday, we will give thanks for people 
around the world and pray for more understanding and unity. 

• Caregiving: We will remember charter member Jane Arbogast, who died April 11, 2020, from COVID. 
See info on page 5.  

As we move into October, we launch our Generosity Ministry campaign for 2022, asking people to support 
Covenant’s ministry with time, talents, and treasures. Members and friends will receive a packet of info, and 
we have info on our webpage. We’re asking people to return Pledge Cards and Serving Surveys by Sunday, 
October 24. 

Hopefully we will say goodbye to COVID in the coming months so that we can continue building on our 
strengths as a church, while being open to new possibilities for ministry in our ever-changing world.  

We are walking forward together! 

Charlie Berthoud, Pastor 

October Session Report 
Laurie Jones, Clerk of Session 

Your session met on the evening of September 29 at 7 pm. They are still meeting via Zoom cloud services for 
safety, but hope to resume in-person meetings when it’s feasible again.  

This month Pastor Charlie focused the beginning of the meeting on preparations for his planned sermon series 
on sex. Adult education and small groups will be a part of the plan, so it will not be a one-sided oration, but 
rather is intended to be a conversation starter for the congregation. The elders broke into smaller groups to dis-
cuss a list of questions and reported back. It was agreed that the plan for how the subject is to be presented is a 
helpful one and should spur engagement throughout the congregation. You will hear much more about this 
much closer to the first of the year when the series will begin. 

With excitement, the Session approved two baptisms to take place in the near future. They also approved a 
special offering to be received in honor of Pastor Charlie’s 30th anniversary of his ordination. The offering will 
be taken from Oct. 30 to Nov. 14 and the recipient is the Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, GA 
where Charlie received his doctorate. 

Also approved were two new book drive initiatives. One for the Madison Reading Project and another for the 
Wisconsin Books for Prisoners program. See the article on page 6 for more details. Additionally, it was ap-
proved that the local portion of 25% of the Peace and Global Witness Offering taken October 3 will be di-
rected to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance.  

The meeting was opened with 1 Samuel 3.9: “Speak Lord, for your servant is listening.” After the meeting  
listening to one another, we left the meeting ready to listen for what God has to say in our daily lives.  
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Youth Connection 

Our Middle School Youth Connection (MSYC) is 
for those in grade 6-8. Our High School Youth Con-
nection (HSYC) is for teens in grades 9-12. We will 
continue to watch the COVID numbers and follow 

the mandates of Dane County.  
 

MSYC Connection to Serve Others!  
We have two great opportunities for this group to 

reach out and be the hands of Christ in the commu-
nity. On Saturday, October 2 we will be working 
through the “Forward Garden” located at 7492 W. 
Old Sauk Road which is west of the beltline and a 

part of the Pope Farm Conservancy. We will gather 
at 9:45 and work until noon. The results of our har-
vesting efforts will benefit folks that rely upon local 

food pantries. Participants should sign up with 
Youth Ministries Coordinator Steve Royalton by 

October 1. A couple of parents will also be need-
ed! This event is weather dependent, so be sure to 
sign up in advance in case Steve needs to contact 

families at the last minute.  
 

Grab a leaf rake and join us on Saturday, October 
23 from 1:00-3:00 as we’ll be raking yards of older 
folks in the community through the “Newbridge” 
organization of Dane County. Participants should 
sign up with Steve by October 21. We will get the 

locations that week, so signing up in advance is real-
ly important. Parents will need to come along with 
a rake in hand. We will not be carpooling and there 
will likely be more than one yard to rake. We did 

this last year and had a great time!  
 

MSYC at Covenant Oct. 10, 17, & 31 
We will gather at Covenant on these days from 4:00
-5:00. Cooperative group games, small group dis-
cussions, and devotions make up a fast-paced time 

together. Friends are welcome! We will stay upstairs 
in the bigger and better ventilated areas. All should 

be wearing masks.  
 

High School Youth Connection Serving!  
We will get our hands dirty working the community 

garden known as the “Goodman Youth Farm” on 
the east side of Madison on Saturday, October 9 

from 10:00-1:00. They are located at 5017 Sudbury 
Way. Harvested crops will be sent to area food pan-

tries. Space is limited, so sign up in advance with 
Steve.   

 
We will be raking lawns of older folks on the west 
side on Saturday, October 30 from 1:00-3:00. We 
won’t get the addresses until that week so it’s really 

important to sign up by October 28. 
 

Children’s Ministries 
 

Sunday School 
3 year olds through 8th Graders 

• In-Person Sunday School meets from 10:00 to 
10:50 a.m. each Sunday. Follow the footprints 

from the front door to the classrooms. 

• At-Home Sunday School lessons for children 
and parents to do together are available on the 
Sunday School page of the Covenant website. 

Visit https://www.covenantmadison.org/sunday-
school. 

 

What Can My Child Do During Worship? 

Family Worship Bags (one per family) are availa-
ble at a table in the gathering space.  The cloth bags 

contain paper, colored pencils, bookmarks, and small 
handheld games. 

Children’s Bulletins which follow the scripture of 
the morning can be found at the table with the Fami-

ly Worship Bags. 

A Children’s Time Video is shared each Sunday 
and explains the morning’s scripture lesson. 

Kaleidoscope Worship Education at 9:00 Wor-
ship Only: All 3 year old through 1st grade children 

are invited to attend this class to learn about the parts 
of worship. Children leave the sanctuary after the 

Children’s Time and go to room C208 in the upper 
Christian Education wing.  

Social Distanced Seating is available in the balcony 
and on the left side of the sanctuary. 

 

Grab Bags for Children and Parents 
in Church Library 

Have you ever wondered what to say to your child 
when major life changes happen in your family --- 
the death of a pet or grandparent, divorce, moving, 
the birth of a sibling, or a grandparent with memory 
loss?  The Children’s Ministries Team has put to-

gether Grab Bags with books for families about ma-
jor life changes and other topics such as faith and 

daily devotions. Check out the Grab Bags which are 
in the church library.   

For more information about Children’s  
Ministries, please contact Children’s Ministries 

Coordinator Donna Monson 
(dmonson@covenantmadison.org).  

https://www.covenantmadison.org/sunday-school
https://www.covenantmadison.org/sunday-school


 Page 5 

HSYC Sunday Evenings 
We will gather on Sunday evenings at Covenant 
from 6:30-8:00. This is a great way for teens to 

check out the faith, ask questions, be challenged, 
and get to know some really cool people in the pro-
cess. We will stay upstairs in the bigger and better 
ventilated areas. Mask required especially indoors.  

 
HSYC Shop & Bake Oct. 24 

This tradition will continue as we will be shopping 
for food for “The River Food Pantry.” We will also 
be baking cookies and putting together care packag-

es for recent grads now working hard in college. 
The logistics of the evening will be sent out to the 

families prior to this date.  
 

For more information, please contact  
Youth Ministries Coordinator Steve Royalton 

(sroyalton@covenantmadison.org).   

Remembering Jane Arbogast 
We are remembering Jane Arbogast at the 11:00 service on October 3 as she was one of the last charter mem-
bers to be with us at Covenant. She and her husband, Tom, signed the document that established Covenant 
Presbyterian Church on September 12, 1954. These first 45 members envisioned a new church on the west 
side of Madison and were willing to work hard to raise funds and reach out to others for a congregation of 
more than 500 in five years. By 1956 the land was purchased and Jane directed the first Vacation Bible School 
for 69 children under a tent next to the farm house that stood on the high hill on the corner before the hill and 
house were leveled. 
 
Jane and Tom and their children were there for the groundbreaking of Bradfield Hall with their three children, 
Patty, Karen, and Jon. She was active with Sunday school and nursery, the Mary Martha Women’s Circle, and 
lots of evening committee meetings. Her family often heard her typing the meeting minutes out at the kitchen 
table. 
 
Both Tom and Jane served as deacons and elders of the church. Jane became the Administrative Elder in 1978 
and was dedicated to the daily operation and maintenance of the church, signing checks, and doing lots of 
“behind the scenes” work to keep things going. She had a lot of energy and a big dose of love for this church.  
She was given a blue T-shirt with felted words “Attack  Elder” on the front, as she was known to jump right 
into projects or go after an idea with all her skills and strength. Her witty remarks and quick comebacks proba-
bly helped earn that nickname! Jane was definitely a “church lady.” She visited people in the hospital and was 
even a trained Befriender. She called others to help her fold, staple, and stamp the Caravan for years. She at-
tended conferences and served the John Knox Presbytery in many capacities. She volunteered to phone-sit so 
everyone in the office could attend weekly staff meetings. When ministers or members moved, she often kept 
in touch with them. She supported the youth group and mission work of the church and went on one mission 
trip to Haiti. 
 
Jane cared very much about people’s funerals. She thought they were an important part of life. She made sure 
logistics were in good order and she went to most Covenant funerals. If a member had a funeral at another lo-
cation, she would attend to represent the Covenant family. This respect she had for others made it difficult for 
her family not to have a funeral for her during the pandemic. She was one of the first 100 people in Wisconsin 
to die of Covid-19. Her ashes are with Tom’s in Covenant’s columbarium.  
 
Please join her family for a remembrance celebration between services on October 3rd or after the later 
service for a small luncheon. (No gifts or flowers, please.) 
 

Adult Education in October 
In October we continue the theme of “Seeing Jesus in 
Daily Living” on our journey as a Matthew 25  
Congregation. Classes will be held in person and masks 
are required. The October 10 & 17 classes will also be 
available via Zoom.  
 

October 3: Eradicating Systemic Poverty 

October 10: What does the Bible say about justice? 

October 17: Dismantling Structural Racism 

October 24: Building Congregational Vitality 

 
Visit covenantmadison.org/adult-ed-classes for more 

details about each class! 

https://www.riverfoodpantry.org/
https://www.riverfoodpantry.org/
https://www.riverfoodpantry.org/
https://www.covenantmadison.org/adult-ed-classes
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Library Corner: Today Belongs to You 

Written by Donald McCall and Reviewed by Brenda Moten 
 
[Excerpt] Thinking back on my years working in corporate America, I re-
call many mornings when I needed just a little inspiration to start the day.  
As I read Donald McCall’s Today Belongs To You, I realized this is what I 
needed way back then. Even the title is inspiring. 

This book began as a daily spoken word, or as Pastor McCall refers to them, “30 second 
‘Inspirational Vignettes’ reproduced exactly as they appeared on the teleprompter that I used 
to broadcast them every morning at 7:30.” 

The book includes twenty sets of vignettes. Each welcomes the reader with “Good Morning”, just as McCall 
would have welcomed the listeners during the broadcast, and ends with “Today belongs to you” followed by a 
challenge for the day. Read more here: https://www.covenantmadison.org/post/book-review-today-belongs-to-
you-by-don-mccall. 

Check out the new books in the library! 

We have rearranged some of the books in the library and want to 
highlight a new subject category. Right under the “Social Justice” 
books for adults we have a new “Social Justice—Parent and Child” 
space. Around 16+ new books have been added to the shelf. These 
include stories about social justice and race issues for children and 
parent to talk about together. Some of the titles are Parenting For-
ward: How to Raise Children with Justice, Mercy, and Kindness by Cynthia Wang Brandt, The Sandbox 
Revolution: Raising Kids for a Just World by Lydia Wylie-Kellerman, Maybe I Can Love My Neighbor 
Too by Jennifer Grant, and many others.  

If you have any faith-based books to suggest in any category, please let the librarian know about them. You 

can contact the librarian, Patricia Herrling, at pjherrli@wisc.edu. Happy Reading! 

Matthew 25 Covenant Book Drive 
Through October we will live our Matthew 25 promise to love God through loving 
our neighbors by collecting books for two local mission partners.   

The Madison Reading Project (https://www.madisonreadingproject.com/) delivers 
high quality literacy learning and reinforcement programs to underserved children in 
Dane County. Two-thirds of children from low-income households have no books at 
home. Books are the single biggest indicator of academic success. Please review 
their donation guidelines for new or gently-used books  
(https://www.madisonreadingproject.com/bookdonationguidelines) and their  
wish lists (https://www.madisonreadingproject.com/wishlists). 
 

Wisconsin Books to Prisoners encourages the love of reading for incarcerated individuals 
and promotes the pursuit of knowledge and self-empowerment, which help break the cycle 
of recidivism. You will find their donation guidelines by going 
to wisconsinbookstoprisoners.org and scrolling down to “Topics of interest frequently re-
quested.” 

Beginning Oct. 3, there will be a bookshelf outside the sanctuary for your donations, with 
printed guidelines for you to take. Please read the guidelines carefully to ensure your 
donations will be accepted by these two organizations. If you have questions, email Pol-
ly Guequierre at pguequierre45@gmail.com or Pastor Jeff 
at jfoxkline@covenantmadison.org. 

https://www.covenantmadison.org/post/book-review-today-belongs-to-you-by-don-mccall
https://www.covenantmadison.org/post/book-review-today-belongs-to-you-by-don-mccall
mailto:pjherrli@wisc.edu
https://www.madisonreadingproject.com
https://www.madisonreadingproject.com/bookdonationguidelines
https://www.madisonreadingproject.com/wishlists
http://www.wisconsinbookstoprisoners.org/
mailto:pguequierre45@gmail.com
mailto:jfoxkline@covenantmadison.org
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October Mission Spotlight: 

The Road Home Annual 

Breakfast Goes Virtual   
 
The Road Home 17th Annual Homes for Families Fund-
raising Breakfast will be held virtually on October 28 at 8:00am. This event raises critical funds for support 
services that help families and children experiencing homelessness address housing disparities, sustain afforda-
ble housing, meet basic needs, and set goals for education, employment, health, and relationship building. 
 
If you are interested in joining the Covenant Presbyterian “virtual table” to watch the presentation, please  
contact Judy Stevenson with your reservation: judy_stevenson@sbcglobal.net or 608-692-7384. 

Glenn Stephens Partnership Update 
Thank you to everyone who wrote words of welcome and thanks to the teachers and  staff at Glenn Stephens 
School. They were very appreciative of your notes and sent us back a thank you card of their own! While 
there will be no in-person volunteering in Madison schools for at least the fall semester, there are several op-
portunities for you to connect with students at Glenn Stephens: 

• We will be resuming our pen pal program, so if you’re interested in making a pen pal friend and writ-
ing a note every month or so, and haven’t been a pen pal before, please contact Pastor Jeff. If you have 
been a pen pal in the past, watch your email for the link to sign up for this year. There is also a sign-up 
sheet on the Glenn Stephens bulletin board in the narthex hallway. 

• Some students enjoy sharing their new reading skills with an adult. We are hoping to encourage this 
by setting up meetings over Zoom where students can read, either one-on-one or in small groups, to an 
adult. If you have been a pen pal in the past, you will be receiving an email with a link to sign up for this 
opportunity. If you haven’t been a pen pal, but would like to encourage young readers by being an adult 
“listener,” contact Pastor Jeff. 

• Before the pandemic, we were providing fruit for a healthy snack for students once a month. Currently, 
students are not able to snack as it would be another time they would be without their masks in the class-
room. So this year, we welcomed teachers and staff to school by stocking the fridge and pantry with 
(mostly) healthy snacks. We will continue stocking the pantry. Our next collection of healthy snacks 
for teachers will be on Sunday, October 3rd. If you would like to bring a snack for  teachers and staff, 
please bring individually-wrapped items to the collection center in the narthex. Suggested snacks in-
clude: sparkling water, diet soda, vitamin water, fruit juice, whole grain crackers, rice cakes, pretzels, low
-fat or air-popped popcorn, veggie chips, mini fruit bars, whole grain cereal bars, and granola bars.  

Check out our new Little Free Pantry! 
There are many ways to show our love for God and our love for God’s chil-
dren, and Covenant’s ministry to our neighbors continues with the installation 
of a Little Free Pantry! This Little Free Pantry will serve to share non-
perishable items with anyone who passes by.  
 
Feel free to help keep the pantry stocked by bringing in non-perishable items 
such as: pasta, canned vegetables, canned beans, tuna packets, paper towels, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, individual bags of chips or snacks, among many other 
options. Please do not donate anything that is not shelf stable. This will provide 
support for some of our food-insecure neighbors and can also provide an after-
school snack for any students who happen to be passing by! You can bring do-
nations to the church and place them right in the pantry. Thanks for your sup-
port of Covenant’s ministry and witness! 

mailto:judy_stevenson@sbcglobal.net
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Offering to be Received on 

World Communion Sunday, Oct. 3rd 

As we work to share Christ’s peace with one another, let’s share 
that peace with those beyond our doors, beyond our communities 

and beyond our borders. The Peace & Global Witness Offering pro-
vides the tools and resources for us as we join together as 

active peacemakers—at all times, in all ways.  

Covenant is Hiring! 

Interim Children’s Ministry Coordinator  

Develop and implement all ministries to children from preschool through fifth grade plus Sunday morning 
programming for children in grades six through eight. Work with teachers, other volunteers, lay leaders, fami-
lies, and other staff to sow the seeds of a lifetime journey in the Christian faith for each child. Click here for a 
full position description and contact personnel@covenantmadison.org to apply. Pay rate of $22/hour at 20 
hours per week. 

Nursery Assistant 

The ministry of Covenant Presbyterian Church extends to all ages, and that includes the very youngest of us. 
We are looking for an enthusiastic, caring, loving person who is interested in providing nursery care here at 
Covenant. You will get a chance to work with some wonderful people, and some adorable children, all the 
while helping parents to grow in their faith. The nursery is an exciting way to live God’s love and to live out 
the promise we make to these children in their baptisms. Click here for a full position description and contact 
Pastor Jeff Fox-Kline jfoxkline@covenantmadison.org to apply. Pay rate of $13.47/hour at 4 hours per week.  

Visit covenantmadison.org for full position descriptions linked 
in the “Announcements” section on the homepage. 

https://9ddb6d7a-cf4f-4fa0-87e7-784fadb88e70.usrfiles.com/ugd/9ddb6d_26ecf6d16587447a9a9348a150b98776.pdf
mailto:personnel@covenantmadison.org
https://9ddb6d7a-cf4f-4fa0-87e7-784fadb88e70.usrfiles.com/ugd/9ddb6d_04f32d2be01c4efd83cad045c1c92352.pdf
mailto:jfoxkline@covenantmadison.org

