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One of my favorite year-end events is the discussion 
of the “word of the year”—a word (or sometimes a 
phrase) that has been central to our culture and 
collective life, with various options from dictionaries 
and literary sources.  
 
Some winners from the past few years include: 
 
SELFIE VAPE  POST-TRUTH        TECH-LASH 
GASLIGHTING        THEY (as a non-binary pronoun) 

 
For the year 2020, we might want to choose words that would earn this sermon an 
R-rating. But there are plenty not-too profane options for the 2020 word-of-the-
year. Some contenders are rather obvious:  
 

CORONAVIRUS  PANDEMIC 
 
We also could consider: 
   

QUARANTINE  LOCKDOWN  DOOMSCROLLING  
 
Some have offered hopeful words for 2021 like: 
 
 PERSEVERANCE  COMPASSION  RESILIENCE 
 
Words are pretty important to us Christians as well.  
 
As we begin 2020, we continue our recent tradition of providing Epiphany star-
words to anyone who wants one. Each star has a different word, and our hope is 
that the word, like the star of the magi, would guide you and maybe challenge or 
encourage you in 2021. If you haven’t gotten your star-word yet, contact the church, 
and we’ll get one to you! 
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The Bible has about 750,000 
words (depending on translation), 
and while all are important, we do 
pay more attention to certain 
words.  
 
“In the beginning….”  
 
If you’ve done some Bible study 
or been around the church for a 
while, you probably know that 
these are the first words of the 
Bible, the opening of the story of 

creation in the book of Genesis, the first book of the Bible.  
 
And if you’ve done some Bible study in your life, you may know that there are four 
gospels—books of the Bible that tell about the life, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus—the one whose birth we celebrate at Christmas.   
 
And if you know that there are four gospels, you may know that Matthew, Mark, 
and Luke are the first three of those gospels and are pretty similar in style and 
content, and that the fourth gospel is John, which is theologically and stylistically 
different from the other three.  
 
And if you’ve really been paying attention in Bible study, then you’ll know that, like 
Genesis, John’s gospel opens with “In the beginning,” but instead of describing the 
creation of earth and sky and stars and fish and animals and humans, it says: 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being 
through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has 
come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all 
people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it. 
 

And then a few verses later it says: 
 

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.   
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—John 1:1-5, 14 (NRSV) 
 

Isn’t that fascinating?  The Bible says that “the Word” was there at the beginning, 
with God and being God. And in Jesus, the word became flesh and dwelt among us, 
full of grace and truth.  
 
In The Message, a contemporary translation, we read:  
 

The Word was first, 
the Word present to God, 
    God present to the Word. 
The Word was God, 
    in readiness for God from day one. 
The Word became flesh and blood, 
    and moved into the neighborhood. 
—John 1:1-2,14 (The Message) 
 

With the birth of Jesus, God’s word has come into the world and moved into the 
neighborhood. It’s time to get to know this new neighbor. I have some ideas of how 
we can do that.  
 
In her delightful book Caring for Words in a Culture of Lies, author and Christian 
Marilyn McEntyre encourages us to “enjoy words and reclaim them as instruments 
of love, healing, and peace” (page ix). And a few pages later she writes: “Words are 
entrusted to us as equipment for our life together, to help us survive, guide, and 
nourish one another” (page 2). 
 
In the spirit of reclaiming and utilizing words as we begin this new year, I invite you 
to 

• Reflect on your Epiphany star-word 
• Consider joining the DISCIPLE Bible Study, our 12-week deep dive into the New 

Testament, starting Wednesday, January 13 via Zoom 
• And to engage with our Words of Wisdom, Words of Faith devotional and 

sermon series 

In worship for the next six Sundays, you’ll hear from six different people, reflecting 
on six different words. During the week we invite you to read and reflect on our 
devotional, with a new word for every day. The devotional is available on our 
webpage, or with daily emails, or in hard copy. Contact the church office.  
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Ove the next six weeks, my hope is that you’ll spend some time slowing down, 
reflecting on just a word or two at a time, with the help of sermons, devotions, and 
scripture.  
 
Let the word work on you. Maybe you need a word to motivate you to change or 
redirect yourself or let go of a bad habit: 
 

REPENT, GO, FORGIVE 
 

Maybe you need a word to help you hear the call of the gospel: 
 
 SACRIFICE, JUSTICE, SERVE 
 
Maybe you need a word of blessing or encouragement:  
 
 HOPE, PEACE, RENEWAL 
 
Jesus is the word made flesh, God’s living word who came to teach us and lead us 
and show us the way.  
 
As our friends in the United Church of Christ remind us: GOD IS STILL SPEAKING. 
 
But are we listening?  
 
Are we going to stop sleepwalking through life?  
 
Are we going to let the words of greed and selfishness and despair control us?  
 
Are we going to take God’s world seriously? 
 
Thanks be to God for the words of Scripture, and the word made flesh in Jesus, to 
teach us, challenge us, and lead us forward. Amen.  


