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Matthew 1:20-21: “But just when he had 
resolved to do this, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to him in a dream and 
said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be 
afraid to take Mary as your wife, for 
the child conceived in her is from the 
Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and 
you are to name him Jesus, for he will 
save his people from their sins.’” 
 
Did you realize that Advent is only four Sundays? And this is the third? You probably 
did realize it, but it came as a surprise to me. I’m as excited for Christmas as anyone 
else, but secretly, I’m wishing that we could add a few more weeks to Advent this 
year. Not because I want to delay Christmas, but because I’m finding new and 
deeper meaning in the waiting among this long year of waiting. That being said, 
Christmas is coming! And I’m so excited! I hope your halls are suitably decked and 
your apparel is appropriately gay! And for the third week of Advent, we are 
continuing our dive into looking at who Jesus is. We’ve talked about Jesus as the 
king, and Jesus as the Prince of Peace. Today, we get to talk about Jesus as our 
savior.  
 
And a savior is exactly what the angels promised in Luke 2:11: “To you is born this 
day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.” You know the story, 
it’s the one that Linus shares in the Peanuts Christmas special (and we share on 
Christmas Eve). It starts like this, “In that region there were shepherds living in the 
fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.” The angels appear before these 
shepherds to share the good news that there is a savior born in the town of 
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Bethlehem. We’re told that on seeing angels manifest in the sky, that the shepherds 
were terrified. Which I totally get. But then after that shock wore off, I’m sure there 
was some real confusion. There’s a lot of people in this world, even some important 
ones. Why come to us? Bethlehem makes sense … that’s where the Messiah is 
supposed to be born, but in a manger? 
 
But that’s the beauty of the Christmas story. Though it is so familiar to so many of 
us, we need to remember that at its core, it is a shocking story about the most 
important person in history being born into oppression in a humiliating situation. 
In that situation was born our savior. The one about whom the angel told Joseph, 
“He will save his people from their sins.”  
 
But what is it to be saved from our sins? Is it that we don’t ever suffer the 
consequences of our sins? Traditionally, the answer to that is yes, on a cosmic level. 
That our souls will not face the cosmic consequence of our sins. But in a tangible 
sense here, our salvation does not mean we don’t face our own consequences from 
our sins. You can’t claim Christ’s saving mercy in a court of law. Does it mean that 
we’re saved from ever committing sins again? I can point to a laundry list of 
evidence that proves otherwise here. Does it mean that we’re saved from being 
hurt by others’ sins? Now I’m just grasping at straws here. 
 
But there is another way that Jesus saves us from sins right here on earth. On a 
very personal level we turn to Jesus as savior as he shows us the way to live. We 
are saved from sins on an individual level when we listen to the words of Jesus, 
when we listen to him calling us on paths of righteousness, when we earnestly pray 
as he taught us to: “Lead us not into temptation.” As Adam Hamilton in the book 
Incarnation says, “When the angel announced that Mary’s child would ‘save his 
people from their sins,’ we usually read that as pertaining to forgiveness. It certainly 
includes that. But even more important is Christ’s transforming work in our lives, 
drawing us to God’s path, strengthening us and delivering us from our inner 
compulsion to sin.” 
 
As individuals, we are saved from sin whenever our faith, our disposition, our hearts 
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pull us closer towards justice, love and peace. And as individuals it is important that 
we be saved from our sins, that we repent and create in our own small ways the 
kingdom of God, in which sin has no sway. When I think of Jesus as savior, I think of 
how important it is to turn to his example. Not just in how he lived, but how he 
taught. His highlighting of God’s grace and forgiveness; his reminder to love our 
enemies; his encouragement for us to love each other in radical and incredible 
ways; his admonition that we be willing to sacrifice of ourselves to show love to our 
siblings. He is our savior not only because he is God’s incarnation come to earth to 
save us from our sins, but also because he lived a life that proves it is possible to be 
truly righteous. 
 
But we also need to remember, as the angel told Joseph, that Jesus will “save his 
people from their sins.” Jesus’ saving grace is not just for us as individuals, but us as 
a people.  And, quite frankly, we stink. War, inequality, racism, sexism, homophobia, 
transphobia, xenophobia, out of control greed, unchecked lying, demonization of 
our enemies. Hopefully by now we’re comfortable enough with our list of collective 
sins that we can earnestly confess them. Jesus came to “save his people from their 
sins.”  
 
But how can we be saved from these sins? Jesus saving us from our individual sins 
then necessitates that we move to save all of us from our cultural sins. That we 
become the yeast that ferments the kingdom of God in the parts of culture that are 
mired in sin. If we let ourselves be transformed by the salvation Jesus brings and 
use that transformation to affect our world, it can be a mutually reinforcing 
salvation. The more we work to shift our culture towards one of love and justice, 
then the less temptation we’ll face to buy in to our cultural sins. If we strive to make 
it culturally normative for corporations to treat their employees well, then it 
becomes easier for us to avoid falling into the sin of compromising worker safety 
because we really want the two-day shipping. 
 
The presence of Jesus being born in this way, born poor, born oppressed, born to 
an unwed mother, being attended by shepherds, shows that God came to us with a 
specific identification with the class of people that the world would otherwise want 
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to forget. This is a scandalous incarnation that shows that Jesus came to save us, 
but also to give special love and attention to those people who are victimized by 
the world’s great sins. And with this in mind, you can see the two dimensions of 
being saved from our sins. The role of Christianity, as the saying often goes, is to 
afflict the comfortable and comfort the afflicted. I would also say the salvation that 
Christ brings follows that track. When the powerful and the oppressors become 
saved from our sins, so too do the oppressed find themselves released from those 
sins. For Jesus to save us from our sins, he then saves those who are suffering the 
effects of sin while saving us the stains on our souls. This is why it’s important to 
remember that Christ as savior comes to save us both as individuals and as a 
people. That being saved from our sins produces results that bring about the 
Kingdom of God. That being saved from our sins, if that is what we truly want, gives 
glory to God, and honors God’s image in our siblings.  
 
We are saved from our sins by God’s self-giving act of sending Jesus to us. God’s 
presence with us shows the unending grace and forgiveness that allows us to be 
forgiven our sins and saved from them. We are also saved from our sins when we 
allow Jesus’ life and teachings to take hold of our lives. We are saved from our sins 
when we let Jesus transform us to become agents of change and righteousness. 
Transformed by Jesus’ saving mercy, we transform the world. As Christ’s hands 
and feet, we bring the savior even further into the world, saving each other from 
committing and suffering from our own collective sins. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


