
“Called and Sent” 
Second Sunday of Lent 

March 8, 2020 

Matthew 9:35-38 and 10:1-16 

Covenant Presbyterian Church  

Madison, WI 

Rev. Charlie Berthoud  

 

 

Today is the second Sunday of Lent—the holy season leading up to Palm 

Sunday and Easter. 

On the Sunday before Lent, two weeks ago, we had a salsa band here, which 

was fantastic. Along with the great music, we heard the gospel reading, which 

told us of the Transfiguration, where three disciples had a mystical experience 

with Jesus on a mountain. 

In the midst of that experience, the voice of God spoke to the disciples, saying, 

“This is my son…. Listen to him.” 

So this year in Lent at Covenant we are trying to listen to Jesus.  

• We have a devotional, which goes through all 28 chapters of Matthew, 

with reflections written by Covenant members. You can get a hard copy, 

find it on the website, or get a daily email.  

• We have a Wednesday evening worship series, focused on the 

beatitudes, the words of radical blessing that Jesus shares in Matthew 

5:1-12. 

• And on Sundays we have this sermon series, looking at the teachings of 

Jesus in Matthew.  

The word Matthew in Greek means “learner” or “disciple” and in the gospel 

according to Matthew, Jesus is clearly presented as a teacher, with five distinct 

teaching sections in the gospel. 

Over these five Sundays before Palm Sunday, we’ll focus on the five different 

teaching sections. It’s worth noting that the section on the Kingdom of God 

stands at the center of the gospel.  
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Matthew 5-7 The Sermon on the Mount 

Matthew 10 Sending the Disciples 

Matthew 13 The Kingdom of God 

Matthew 18 The Church Community 

Matthew 24-25 The End Times 

Today, we’re looking at chapter 10 and listening to Jesus the teacher, where 

he basically calls people together and sends them out to continue what he has 

begun.  

Before we hear a selection from chapter 10, it’s worth noting that Jesus shared 

words in Matthew 5-7, with the teaching of the Sermon on the Mount, and 

Jesus took action in Matthew 8-9, healing people and calming storms.  

Plus it’s important to know that the two terms used to describe the people 

with Jesus have slightly different meanings: 

 Disciple—learner, follower 

Apostle—one who is sent out 

And it’s worth remembering that Jesus has already proclaimed the coming of 

the Kingdom of God, which is the focus of his life and of those called and sent 

by him.  

Listen now for God’s word.  

Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, 

to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. 2 These are the names of 

the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James 

son of Zebedee, and his brother John; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew 

the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Cananaean, and 

Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him. 

5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Go nowhere among the 

Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, 6 but go rather to the lost sheep of the 

house of Israel. 7 As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come 

near.’ 8 Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You received 

without payment; give without payment. 9 Take no gold, or silver, or copper in your 

belts, 10 no bag for your journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or a staff; for laborers 

deserve their food. 11 Whatever town or village you enter, find out who in it is worthy, 

and stay there until you leave. 12 As you enter the house, greet it. 13 If the house is 
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worthy, let your peace come upon it; but if it is not worthy, let your peace return to 

you. 14 If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from 

your feet as you leave that house or town. 15 Truly I tell you, it will be more tolerable for 

the land of Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town. 

16 “See, I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so be wise as serpents 

and innocent as doves. 

Thanks be to God for the words of Scripture.  

About 15 years ago, long before I came to Madison, I was at a pastors’ 

conference where Methodist pastor and bishop Will Willimon spoke about 

staff relationships and supervision.  

I was relatively new as a senior pastor (head of staff) so I listened carefully.  

He talked about how his supervisory style, how he was not a micro-manager 

and didn’t want to pester his employees. He said he liked hiring quality people 

and then getting out of their way so they could do their job.  

When he said that I felt affirmed, as that had been my philosophy as well. As 

the senior pastor/head of staff in Pittsburgh, I tried to make sure we found 

solid people, gave them the proverbial ball, got out of their way, and let them 

run with it.  

So I sat there at the pastors conference feeling a little smug, since I had the 

same philosophy as famous pastor Will Willimon.  

But he wasn’t done. He continued and told about how he had told another 

bishop about his brilliant hands-off supervisory philosophy of hiring and not 

pestering his employees. The other bishop apparently told him: “That just 

means you’re too lazy to do good supervision.”  

Then Willimon proceeded to talk about how important regular feedback and 

supervision and communication are.  

That stinging but accurate insight coincided with us having some staff 

challenges at the church in Pittsburgh. I realized that my magical hands-off 

philosophy wasn’t working so well.  
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As any employer or employee knows, clear expectations along with consistent 

and honest feedback are crucial to workplace success.  

And as the workplace changes and situations develop, the clarification of 

expectations needs to happen.  

Parents know this as well. Parents need to consistently and regularly 

communicate with their children, to share rules, hopes, expectations, and 

feedback.  

If a kid gets on the bus for day one of Kindergarten and the parents say: 

“Learn a lot, be good, and be kind” that’s great. But this message of clear 

expectations is not a one and done. It needs to be reiterated, as kids forget. 

And the message needs to take on new meaning in different contexts as the 

kids get older.  

The workplace boss and the parents have to set the expectations. And the 

employee and the children have to hear it.  

But this isn’t a sermon about workplace relationships or good parenting. It’s 

about listening to God.  

For us as Christians, God is our “boss” or our heavenly parent, and God sets 

expectations for us. 

We hear these expectations in Matthew 10 and in other places, where Jesus 

essentially tells the disciples to continue doing what he has begun—making 

the Kingdom of God more of a reality.  

And like a good boss or a loving parent, God offers us feedback—if we’re open 

to hear and receive what God offers.  

That feedback comes through the Bible and through our prayerful reflection 

on the Bible and our lives and the world. When we do Bible study or have 

classes or gather in small groups or have meaningful Spirit-filled 

conversations, we are seeking God’s will, we are trying to fulfill God’s 

expectations. Scripture paints a general picture of those expectations: 

• Love neighbors 

• Be kind, forgiving and generous 
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• Work for justice and righteousness 

• Don’t waste your time, make the most of every day 

• Be people of faith, hope, and love 

This is the core of Christian life. We are called by God and we are sent by God. 

Being called and sent is a clear and simple framework for understanding the 

Christian life.  

There are other word pairs that describe the Christian life.  

We can also say we gather and we scatter. We come together and we go forth. 

And we speak of worship and service 

Our Presbyterian Book of Order reminds us that that faith, life, and worship 

are inseparable. 

At the end of the worship service, worship leaders often raise our arms as a 

sign of blessing, but it’s also a subtle way of sending you out, sort of pushing 

you out the door. “Go now and do what God has called you to do.”  

Or, as we say here at Covenant: We are learning God’s love, and then we are 

living God’s love, making it real when we leave this place. We learn so we can 

live.  

Our oldest son is in his first year at Washington University in St Louis, and our 

younger son is a high school junior, thinking about colleges. We were in St 

Louis on Friday to pick up James for spring break, and I noticed the mission 

statement of the school includes this:  

Washington University’s faculty and staff strive to enhance the lives and 

livelihoods of students, the people of the greater St. Louis community, 

the country, and the world. 

The purpose of the school is to enhance life, to make this world a better place.  

A good organization has some clarity of purpose, and the same is true for 

individuals. 

How about you?  
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What’s your purpose?  What’s your mission?  

What’s your calling? Where are you being sent? 

Sometimes we just coast through life without really thinking about our 

purpose, our job description for daily living, about why we’re here. Sometimes 

we get a wake-up call.  

Years ago, I read about a man named Jimmy Anderson from West Virginia, 

who was driving home from work, when an out-of-control 18-wheeler 

slammed into his Subaru.  

Anderson almost died. Sadly the truck driver did die. In the hospital, Anderson 

began to ask himself, “What am I here for? What does God want me to do?” 

After his near-death experience, Anderson became involved with Clear Creek 

Presbyterian Church in Beckley, WV, where he helped the church put on a new 

roof. Later he organized a morning fellowship with coffee, biscuits, and 

sausage. They ended up having this gathering five days a week, for lonely 

seniors and for people who just want to visit.  

Jimmy Anderson got a second chance at life and responded to God’s call, using 

his gifts and skills in his particular context.  

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/what-we-believe/vocation/  

 

God’s call may become a little clearer for us after tragedy or other dramatic 

events, as it was for Jimmy Anderson. Certain life experiences make us more 

open to listen for God and to get clarity on our calling.  

Experiences like:  

• A brush with death, or death of a loved one 

• Job loss, job change, new job 

• An empty nest, a pregnancy 

• A marriage, a divorce, or a family transition 

• An election, or political developments 

• Maybe even the possibility of a worldwide health emergency 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/what-we-believe/vocation/
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At these moments, we can often hear God more clearly.  

But whether it’s in dramatic circumstances or simply in our ordinary daily 

routines, we are called by God and we are sent by God.  

If you’re not in the midst of one of those circumstances right now, you might 

have to work extra hard to listen for God and clarify what your purpose is, 

how you are called and where you are sent.  

Maybe you need to read Matthew in Lent slowly and carefully.  

Matthew 10 is one of many places in the Bible where we read about being 

called and sent.  

Quite frankly Matthew 10 sounds a little fanatical to our 21st century middle 

class suburbia ears, with the talk of opposition and resistance, and with the 

disciples cleansing lepers and casting out demons, and the with the teaching 

about taking nothing with you. And if you keep reading in Matthew 10, the 

language gets even stronger and more troubling.  

What the strong words of Matthew 10 may be saying to us is that the call of 

God may involve sacrifice and hardship. The call of God might be more than 

serving on a committee, going to a food bank, visiting a shut in, baking cookies, 

or doing cleanup work at church 

All of those things are good, but God might be calling us to something more.  

While Matthew 10 may be a challenge for us to hear today, the essence of the 

message rings true:  

God calls out to us, to live with a purpose, to be less attached to the things of 

this world, and more connected with each other and with God.  

Maybe a simpler and clearer way of putting this comes from Ephesians 2, 

where Paul writes that as Christians we are saved by grace, we are loved, but 

not simply so we can sit back and be comfortable. We are saved and loved for 

a purpose, for a life of good deeds. 

Friends, the Kingdom of God is among us. It’s not fully here, and there is much 

work to do. The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few.  
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We are called and we are sent, to use our particular skills and gifts to serve 

God and neighbor.  

 

Let us pray…  


