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Transitions 
A Letter from Pastor Charlie 

 
After the congregational meeting of Sunday February 27, Rev. Jeff Fox-Kline’s last day of work as 
our Associate Pastor was Monday, February 28. After lengthy reflection and meetings with the Per-
sonnel Committee and along with representatives of the Committee on Ministry of our Presbytery, 
we all agreed on a gracious separation. I wish Jeff all the best in the future.  

I am working with staff and church leaders to ensure that our church and ministry continues to stay 
strong.  

With the retirement of Church Administrator Mary Kieta happening in mid-May, and with the on-
going challenge of Covid, we have significant transitions going on at Covenant. But we have a faith-
ful and healthy congregation, and God is with us.  

To help us in this transition season, I’ve asked elders, deacons, and staff to 
read a little book called The Post-Quarantine Church: Six Urgent Challenges and 
Opportunities that will Determine the Future of Your Congregation. After ac-
knowledging the massive challenge of Covid, author Thom Rainer writes in 
the introduction,  

“Be excited and encouraged. Don’t let the unknown be a source of fear. 
You are not entering this era alone. Not only is God with you; he has 
gone before you.” (p. 8) 

So even in this In the midst of all this transition, I’m hopeful.  

And I’m delighted that we will resume in-person worship in the sanctuary in March, for those who 
feel comfortable doing so. 

The holy season of Lent is upon us, so it’s a good time for some spiritual renewal, in person, or 
online. Read the Session Report on page 6 for more info.  

Ash Wednesday Lent begins on Wednesday, March 2 with Ash Wednesday. Join us in the sanctu-
ary at 7:00pm (or online) for a service of music, prayer, reflection, along with the imposition of ashes 
(on forehead or hand) as a sign of mortality and repentance in this holy season.  

Sunday, March 6 On the first Sunday of Lent, we begin our “Let’s Talk About Jesus” sermon series, 
focusing on the “I Am” statements of Jesus from John’s gospel. On the five Sundays of Lent, we’ll 
hear from five different Covenant members, sharing reflections on Jesus. Join us at 9:00 or 11:00.  

Wednesdays Lenten Vespers—6:00pm (online ONLY) From Wednesday March 9 through April 6, 
we’ll have a 30-minute livestream ONLY worship service. Each week will include a time of prayer 
and feature a short conversation with a Covenant member about their faith journey. The service will 
also offer a time of music and reflection to draw us into the season and spirit of Lent as we ponder 
the life of Jesus and his journey to the cross.  

Read John and join a small group During Lent  We invite you to read the gospel according to John 
along with the congregation, and we hope you’ll read the daily devotionals written by Covenant  
 (continued on p. 4) 
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Youth Connection Children’s Ministries 

 
Kaleidoscope Resumes! 

3 years old through 1st grade 
Kaleidoscope Worship Education will contin-

ue in person beginning Sunday, March 6 

during 9:00am worship, immediately follow-
ing the Children’s Time Video in room C208. 
Come join the fun and learn all about what it 

means to worship! 
 

Sunday School Resumes! 
3 years old through 8th grade 

Sunday School classes will follow suit with 
Kaleidoscope and resume in person begin-

ning Sunday, March 6, 10:00-10:50am  
weekly. 

 

Sunday Worship 
On Sunday mornings, we invite families into 

worship! For your convenience, we offer 
Family Worship Bags, a selection of Chil-

dren’s Bibles to read during the service, and 
a Children’s Time Video that explains the 
morning’s scripture lesson. Our Nursery is 

open from 8:45-12:15 for children under age 3. 
 

The Puzzle Exchange 
Stop by the church courtyard and find a 
puzzle to take home. Puzzles are for chil-
dren and adults. Look for the cabinet un-
der the overhang near the picnic tables.  

 
For more information, please contact 
Children’s Ministries Coordinator Jo 

Wiersema at  
jwiersema@covenantmadison.org.  

 

Middle School Youth Connection (MSYC)  
Grades 6-8 

High School Youth Connection (HSYC)  
Grades 9-12 

 
March is a time filled with signs of spring and 
vacations for some. We will have Youth Con-
nection gatherings as a way to help the youth 
feel a part of the community of Christ. Cooper-
ative group games, small group discussions 
about relevant topics, and a closing time of de-
votions are a part of what we do. It’s a place for 
the youth come and be themselves. Bring a 
friend or meet one here.  
 
The Middle School Youth Connection will 
gather on most Sundays from 4:00-5:00. The 
High School Youth Connection generally hap-
pens on Sunday evenings from 6:30-8:00. De-
tails will be sent to families on a weekly basis 
as sometimes things have to change. We’re 
used to that by now!  
 
Our 9th grade Confirmation class has been 
meeting on Sunday mornings via zoom. They 
are coming down the home stretch of the pro-
gram during the month of March. Those choos-
ing to be confirmed will have that opportunity 
on Sunday, April 24 during the 11:00 worship 
service.  
 

 For more information, please contact  
Youth Ministries Coordinator Steve Royalton 

at sroyalton@covenantmadison.org.  
 

(continued from p. 2) 
 

folks. Get a hard copy at church, or sign up for daily emails or check our website. And please con-
sider joining a small group—to get to know other Covenant folks and grow in faith.  

Transitions can be hard, but I’m excited and encouraged about our future together as God’s people, 
and I’m hopeful this Lenten season will be a time of refocus and renewal for all of us. 

Grace and peace, 
Charlie  

https://www.riverfoodpantry.org/
https://www.riverfoodpantry.org/
https://www.riverfoodpantry.org/
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Adult Education in March 
All classes meet at 10:00am Sunday and are available on Zoom at: us02web.zoom.us/j/89540028471.  
 
March 6:  “What is Lent?” - Pastor Charlie Berthoud 
 Join us for a discussion on what Lent is and the many ways it can be observed. 
 

March 13: BibleProject: “An Overview of the Book of John” - Melissa Hardy 
 This Lenten Season, we are focusing on the book of John. Please join us for an overview 
 of the book using resources from The BibleProject. 
  

 BibleProject is a non-profit animation studio that produces short-form, fully animated 
 videos to make the biblical story accessible to everyone, everywhere. They are commit
 ted to understanding the Bible in its historical context and communicating its wisdom for 
 the modern world.  
 

March 20: “Mission and Work of The River Food Pantry” - Julie Wiedmeyer and Steve Royalton 
 Julie Wiedmeyer will share the mission and work of the River Food Pantry and Steve 
 Royalton will share how Covenant youth regularly support this organization.  
 

March 27: “Dying for Life” ft. Phileena Heuertz (Movie) - Brenda Moten 
 You gotta die to live. In this short video, Phileena Heuertz conveys the value of surren
 dering through contemplative prayer to growth and transformation. Phileena Heuertz is 
 an author, speaker, spiritual director, retreat guide and yoga instructor. 
 

For more information on Adult Education at Covenant, visit covenantmadison.org/adult. You can 
view resources from past classes and/or view videos from past classes as well. 

Lenten Small Groups 

 
Starting the week of March 6, we will offer small groups at various days and times throughout the 
week. For six weeks in Lent, your group will meet to discuss the scripture passage from worship to 
accompany our sermon series "Let's Talk About Jesus". You are not required to be at all six gather-
ings, but the hope is that you will come to as many as you are able. Most groups meet over Zoom, 
but meetings could potentially take place outside or indoors (masked and socially distanced). Sign 
up at covenantmadison.org! 
 

Lenten Devotional 

I AM: The Book of John 

 
We have asked, and we have received! Thank you to all who participat-
ed in this congregational devotional for Lent. 40 days of devotionals 
written by YOU, our church body, on the gospel of John. Copies of this 
devotional will be available starting in March either in the gathering 
space or office. We will also have an option for you to subscribe to re-
ceive daily emails beginning Ash Wednesday with the devotional of the 
day. If you are interested in this, email Communications Coordinator 
Derek Handley at dhandley@covenantmadison.org. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89540028471
covenantmadison.org/adult
http://www.covenantmadison.org
mailto:dhandley@covenantmadison.org
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Inquirer’s Class 
 

For those who are interested in learning more about Covenant and the possibility of membership, 
we will have our next Inquirers Class on Sunday, March 13. Contact the church office or Pastor 
Charlie Berthoud if you have questions.  

Worship HQ 

If you are worshiping from home, please utilize our Worship Headquarters page on our website - 
covenantmadison.org/worshiphq. Everything you need to worship will be on this page - bulletin, 
online welcome pad, prayer list, etc… If you watch on YouTube, there will be a link to the web page 
from there as well. This will continue after we resume in-person services as well.  

Session Report 
Laurie Jones, Clerk of Session 

Your Session met on February 22 via zoom. The first topic involved the book The Post Quarantine 
Church which the Elders and Deacons are reading to discern what’s next for Covenant in the post-
covid world. Fruitful discussion was had and will continue. In other business: 

• The Elders approved signing the BSA Charter with Troop 122 following an extensive review of 
their background check procedures. This continues our long relationship with the Troop.  

• The Session agreed with the Re-opening Task Force that the church resume in-person worship. 
This will be effective March 1 and will take us back to where we were before the Omicron variant 
sent us back to virtual worship in early January. Masks will be required regardless of the Dane 
County rules, with N95 and KN95 masks recommended. Social distancing will also be recom-
mended and half of the sanctuary will continue to provide distanced spacing for worship.  

• The boiler project continues and the Session approved the bid received for the demolition and 
rebuilding of the counters in the Sunday school rooms around the new heating elements to be 
installed there. Costs have risen which was not unforeseen.  

• The Mission Committee approved, and Session agreed, to have the 40% of the Pentecost offering 
that remains for local disbursement go to the Extended Hands Pantry which is a culturally and 
racially appropriate food pantry (www.extendedhandspantry.org).  

The Session works diligently each month on behalf of the members of Covenant to faithfully follow 

the path that Jesus set before us. We welcome your prayers. 

CONNECT: Spiritual Strolls @ UW Arboretum 

Sunday, March 27 at 2:00pm  
 

Join us for a wholesome walk through the UW Arboretum located at 2958 Arbore-
tum Drive. 

These Spiritual Strolls are part of a Covenant program called CONNECT. CON-
NECT is a program of events sponsored by the deacons of Covenant Presbyterian Church with the 
intention of fostering connection within the congregation and community. 

http://www.covenantmadison.org/worshiphq
http://www.covenantmadison.org/worshiphq
http://www.extendedhandspantry.org
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Mission Spotlight 

Guatemala Scholarships for Monte Hebron 

Thanks to the generosity of Covenant Guatemala Auction donors, purchasers and those making ad-
ditional monetary donations for scholarships, Covenant has been able to send the requested $13,820 
for 2022 scholarships for students in our partner, Monte Hebron Presbyterian Church in Santo Do-
mingo, Guatemala. In addition, we will send $690 (5%) in overhead to the Suchitepequez Presbytery 
for its help in handling the funds transfer. 
 

These funds will provide for scholarships for 48 students – 13 elementary, 13 middle school, 9 high 
school, 12 in university and 1 in a diploma program. The university students will be studying nurs-
ing, teaching, law, business administration, architecture, and agronomy. Scholarships range from 
$95 to $470 per student and are administered by the Monte Hebron education committee. In-person 
school began on February 21, a month late due to Covid, and ends in October. 
 

Having 13 students from this small church in a poverty area attend post-high school education is 
nothing short of a miracle! Any of the 50 or so Covenant members who have visited Santo Domingo 
can attest to the difference Covenant’s support is making in the life of the whole church community. 
 

Meybel Arely Quiñonez Jax, a 9 year-old 2nd grader writes about her 2021 scholarship from Cove-
nant: This year was very special as it was the first year I was included in the scholarship program.  For this 
reason, I feel very happy and grateful for the help you have given me. When I’m older, I’d like to be a teacher 
because I like teaching children.  My family and I go to church on Sundays. I am grateful once again for all the 
support you give me and the other children as well.  May God take care of you, protect you and continue to 
bless you much more. I love you very much.  Kisses and hugs. 
 

Heidy Maritz Ramirez Lima, a university student thanks Covenant for her 2021 scholarship: I thank 
you with all my heart for the availability of the support provided to me, as your gratifying help makes it possi-
ble for me to continue studying and to be able to become a good professional with God’s guidance. Your sup-
port strengthens me personally because my studies help me in a big way. I’m very grateful and happy now that 
you too are part of my goals because God placed you on my road so that through your blessings I can continue 
moving forward, being able to finish another year of my university studies so that in these moments I’m pur-
suing a licensure in psycho-pedagogy. You, my dear brothers and sisters are a fundamental part in my growth; 
simply all I can do is say thank you for everything. May God bless you and protect you in all times. 
 

Stock the Pantry for Glenn Stephens School 

Before the pandemic, through our partnership with Glenn Stephens School, we were providing fruit 
for a healthy snack for students once a month. Currently, students are not able to snack as it would 
be another time they would be without their masks in the classroom. This year, we welcomed teach-
ers and staff to school by stocking the fridge and pantry with (mostly) healthy snacks. We are plan-
ning another collection in early March. If you would like to help, please bring individually wrapped 
items to the gathering space from March 6-13.  

Suggested snacks: pretzels, low-fat/air-popped popcorn, whole grain crackers, rice cakes, veggie 
chips, fruit bars, whole grain cereal bars, sparkling water, diet soda, vitamin water, fruit juice.  

Thank you! 



 

Departure Letter from Reverend Jeff Fox-Kline 

 
To the members and friends of Covenant Presbyterian Church, 

It is with sadness and gratitude that I depart from serving alongside you in the ministry at Cove-
nant. Over the past five years I have been witness to beauty, love, and compassion that has left me 
consistently amazed.  

I have seen the community of Christ support its members and reach out into the community. I have 
heard holy conversations as committees and groups came together to discern what God is calling us 
to do. I have cried with people as they have grieved, hurt, and suffered. I have celebrated the joy of 
births, baptisms, weddings, and all the other moments in life that cause our hearts to sing. I have 
prayed with and for people in distress, and I have had people pray for me in my own times of diffi-
culty. I have preached and taught, and I have learned and grown.  

These past five years have been a true blessing to me, and I am forever grateful for the ways in 
which this body has shaped my ministry and challenged me to grow and flourish. After over five 
years of service, two of which in a global pandemic, I have discerned along with the Session and 
Personnel Committee that the time has come for me to listen for where God is calling me next. It 
goes without saying that the past two years have been difficult, and I look forward to the opportuni-
ty to reconnect with my family, take some time to breathe and rest, and listen for God’s still, small 
voice to guide me into this next season. 

We are all connected by the common bonds of ministry and through the power of the Holy Spirit 
into this great Body of Christ, the Church. I am grateful that even when this pastoral relationship is 
officially dissolved that the relationship we have with one another as siblings in Christ will never 
fade. However, the dissolution of pastoral relationship does come with some important boundaries. 
These boundaries serve to support Covenant’s ministry and to help the current and future staff 
thrive as this transition occurs. 

As part of this transition, I have agreed:  

• To not involve myself in any leadership and advisory role at Covenant, either publicly or pri-
vately, and will not give advice to anyone involved in a congregational disagreement or dispute. 
To avoid attending worship or any special events in the life of the church for at least two years 
after a new Associate Pastor is called, and after the two years will only do so after consulting the 
Moderator of Session. 

• To not officiate in any special events in the lives of members of the congregation, such as wed-
dings, memorials, baptisms etc. unless invited by the Moderator of Session. 

• To refuse requests for pastoral services made by members of Covenant. 

• To refrain from giving opinions or directions regarding church business that could undermine 
the transitions necessary for the church and the development of the relationship between the 
congregation and a new pastor. 

• To take care that any relationships with personal friends who are members of Covenant with 
whom I share common interests and personal compatibility do not violate the above agreement. 



 

These boundaries are the policy of the John Knox Presbytery and are important for maintaining the 
health of the church. This policy states, “when a pastoral relationship is dissolved or ended, it is 
understandable that the pastor and their former parishioners would like to stay in touch and in 
some way continue the relationship they have enjoyed.   However, doing so makes it more difficult 
for congregations to begin forming new bonds and relationships with their new pastor”.  For the 
past five years I have been honored to serve as your pastor, but congregations are much more than 
their pastors. I know that whoever or whatever comes next will be blessed by this congregation, 
and I would hate to stand in the way of that. 

But nothing in this precludes us from praying for one another. I will continue to hold you in my 
prayers, individually and as a body.  

I am grateful that Madison will continue to be blessed by the wonderful ministry here and am 
grateful that I have been so blessed as well. 

Grace and peace be with you all, 
Reverend Jeff Fox-Kline 
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