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Letter from Pastor Charlie 
 
FINALLY! 

Since mid-March 2020, we have not been able to safely worship together in-person, but now we can! I am very 
excited. I spend time in the sanctuary every week by myself. I look forward to being there with other people! 

I’m also aware that not all Covenant people are ready for in-person worship, and that’s OK. We will continue to 
have our video worship every week, so you can connect with God and the good people of Covenant in whatever 
way works best for you. Additionally, on the 4th Sunday of each month, the 9:00 service will be held in the 
parking lot.  

Whether you join us in person or not, now is as good a time as any for you to recommit yourself to God and to 
faithful Christian living. If you’ve gotten off track, now is a good time to get back on track. God continues to 
call us and claim us. Are we listening and following?  

As we continue this unprecedented journey, I ask for your continued patience and kindness. None of us have 
come out of a pandemic before, and we are doing the best we can. If you have a question, a suggestion, or a 
concern, please let us know so we can figure things out together.  

I remain grateful for the hardworking staff and members of Covenant who have helped us all through this  
challenging time. We really are on the journey together. 
 
With gratitude and hope, 
Charlie  

June Session Update 
By Laurie Jones, Clerk of Session 

Your session met on May 25 for their regularly scheduled meeting. The focus 
of the meeting was to discuss The Walk by Adam Hamilton. The Elders were 
divided into groups, each discussing one of the five essential practices of being 
a Christian. These include worship and prayer, study, service, giving, and shar-
ing. This exercise was done as we begin to discern what God is calling Cove-
nant to be and do in the coming years. 

In other business, the Session is looking forward to in-person worship. The 
church leadership and staff are doing what they can to be sure the experience is 
meaningful and safe. The Baptism for Eddie Jung was approved, as was the 
expenditure of funds from Gifts, Memorials, and Bequests for cameras and 
equipment to livestream worship services so that online worship remains an 
option into the future. 

As we work together as a church community to follow God’s will, may we be 
reminded of the gifts God gives us each day; gifts that are not meant to be 
hoarded but rather to be given away freely. 
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Children’s Ministries 

 

NEW! Summer Church Carry Out for Families 
Compassion Camp: Changing the World with Lovingkindness 

Explore what it means to have compassion for ourselves, others, and 
the world. 

• For 3 year olds through 5th graders 

• One church carry out bag; five lessons to do at home, on vaca-
tion, in your backyard, or on Sunday mornings 

• Each lesson includes Bible stories, create & play, movement, recreation, and 
coloring pages 

• Order your carry out bag HERE. 

• Watch your email for pick-up times in June. 
 

 
Family Worship Bags for In-Person Worship 

Families attending in-person worship should stop by the table in the gathering space for a Family Worship 
Bag. Items in each bag will be custom-made for each family and include colored pencils, fidget toys, paper, a 

children’s bulletin about the scripture for the day, and other surprises. 

For more information, please contact Children’s Ministries Coordinator Donna Monson 
(dmonson@covenantmadison.org).  

At Home Worship with Children 
Are you looking for ways to engage children in 

virtual worship?  
Click here for a PDF of at-home worship ideas! 

Mobile Ministry for Families Web Page 
Check out the Sunday School lessons, ideas, and re-
sources on the Mobile Ministry for Families website. 

Visit covenantmadison.org/mobile-ministry.  

 
Drive-Thru Donuts  + Heifer International Celebration 
Thank you to all the children, youth, and adults who donated to 

Heifer International during the May 16 Drive-Thru event! We 
collected a total of $4,178.18! The animals Heifer gives to 
families produce milk, eggs, wool, and other products that give 
families the stable nutrition and income they need to become self-
sufficient. We have been supporting their incredible work for 28 
years. Click HERE to see more adorable photos! 

In addition to donuts and donations, we 
shared some pretty great animal jokes: 

Where do sheep go on vacation? The 
Baaaahamas. 

What do you call a sad cow? Mooo-dy. 

What do you call a cow in an earthquake? 
A milkshake. 

https://covenantmadison.breezechms.com/form/summer-church-carry-out
https://9ddb6d7a-cf4f-4fa0-87e7-784fadb88e70.usrfiles.com/ugd/9ddb6d_6ba4054d17134689a9a0cdd9d754efcc.pdf
https://www.covenantmadison.org/mobile-ministry
https://photos.app.goo.gl/8hmatdvxbCx4zhj99


 

 
High School Youth Connection (Grades 9-12)  

 
HSYC at Second Harvest Wednesday, June 23 

Up to 8 youth will be helping fight hunger by 
working at the Second Harvest Food Bank located 
at 2802 Dairy Drive on the east side from 12:15-

3:30. Closed-toe shoes are a must. No sandals. We 
will be packing food that will be shipped to area 
food pantries. Clients will not be at Second Har-

vest. Sign up in advance with Youth Ministries Co-
ordinator Steve Royalton.  

 
HSYC Sunday June 27 

We’ll fire up the grill for a tasty supper and then 
dig into some good stuff on this evening from 6:30
-7:45. For meal planning purposes, it would help if 
those planning on attending would let Youth Min-

istries Coordinator Steve Royalton know by the 
day before.  

 
HSYC Grilling at The River!  

We will be grilling the finest in tubular meats at 
The River Food Pantry on Tuesday, June 29! The 
River is located at 2201 Darwin Road, near the air-
port. In addition to grilling, we’ll be handing out a 
lot of other groceries to clients coming through the 
drive-thru service. Clients stay in their cars the en-
tire time. The activity runs from 10:45-1:00. Sign 
up in advance with Steve Royalton as space is lim-
ited. There is a dress code which will be shared in 

advance with those who sign up.  
 

Middle School Youth Connection (Grades 6-8) 
 

MSYC Sharing Flowers!  
On Sunday, June 13 we’ll gather in the courtyard 

for pizza at high noon. We’ll then be putting togeth-

er small potted flowers for residents of the memory 
care units of St. Mary’s Care Center. Unfortunately, 
we won’t be able to have the youth deliver the flow-
ers in person this time around. The service activity 

wraps up at 2:00.  
 

MSYC at Second Harvest Saturday, June 19 
Up to 8 youth will be helping fight hunger by work-

ing at the Second Harvest Food Bank located at 
2802 Dairy Drive on the east side from 12:15-3:30. 

Closed-toe shoes are a must. No sandals. We will be 
packing food that will be shipped to area food pan-
tries. Clients will not be at Second Harvest. Sign up 

in advance with Youth Ministries Coordinator Steve 
Royalton.  

 
MSYC Gardening to Fight Hunger June 26 

Grab some gloves and solid shoes and join us on 
Saturday, June 26 from 11:45-2:00 at the Forward 

Gardens located at 7492 West Old Sauk Road in the 
Town of Middleton, west of the beltline and part of 

the Pope Farm Conservancy. We worked at this 
community garden last fall and the group had a great 
time! Space is limited, so you must sign up by June 

25.  
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For more information or to sign up for any of the Youth Connections events, please contact  

Youth Ministries Coordinator Steve Royalton (sroyalton@covenantmadison.org).   

Youth Connection 

https://www.riverfoodpantry.org/
https://www.riverfoodpantry.org/
https://www.riverfoodpantry.org/
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Library Corner: Holy Envy: Finding God in the 

Faith of Others  
 
Written by Barbara Brown Taylor and Reviewed by Covenant Member 
Jean Spilburg 
 
Barbara Brown Taylor is an Episcopal priest, a professor of religion at Piedmont College 
in Georgia, and the author of several acclaimed books such as An Altar in the World and 
Learning to Walk in the Dark. 

In her book Holy Envy, she shares the insights into her Christian faith that she has gained 
through introducing her students to other religions of the world. 

In this memoir she explains how trips to other houses of worship, and encounters with 
those of other faiths, have enhanced her faith and that of her students. She shares these 

insights in a very readable, thoughtful and engaging manner. 

In today’s world where we see the importance of diversity and inclusion, hers is an inspiring voice. For me, 
this is a book that begs to be read again. 

Check out Holy Envy, and many other books, from the Covenant Library! 

Presbywheelians Ride 

Again on July 17th! 
 

Members of Covenant Presbyterian, Pres House, and 
other Presbyterian denominations have been putting 
together teams for Bike 4 Boys & Girls Club since 
2012. In total we have raised $72,441 for the charity. 
We will be fielding another team for the ride at 
McKee Farms Park in Fitchburg on July 17th. 
 
The Boys & Girls Club is active in our community 
and making a difference every day. Our local chapter 
does a lot beyond the great work of providing after-
school activities. In 2021 and beyond, BGC is developing a Skilled Trades Training Center to mitigate the op-
portunity gap and provide long term skills training for youth. Our offering supports a brighter future for youth 
in our community.  
 
Runners and walkers also welcome! There are many options for participating in this event. You can register 
for an 8-mile, 20-mile, or 50-mile bike ride, or for a 2-mile walk/run or a 5-mile run. Register HERE 
(classy.org/team/354312 ) and make sure to join the Presbywheelians team.  
 
Not comfortable with large groups just yet? Pastor Jeff will lead a smaller group that same day on a more so-
cially-distanced ride or walk through the UW Arboretum. Contact Jeff for more details. 
(jfoxlkine@covenantmadison.org) 
 
Feeling more adventurous? To raise awareness for the ride, as well as for issues of racial justice in Madison, 
there will be a pre-event 50 mile walk on Saturday, July 10th. The walk will start and end at the Sun Prairie 
club and touch every Boys & Girls Club property in Dane County. Steve Whayland and Eric Girard will be 
representing the Presbywheelians and Covenant Presbyterian on the walk. Others are welcome to join for all or 
part of the walk. Contact Steve Whayland (swhayland@tds.net) or Eric Girard (ericdavidgirard@gmail.com) 
for more information. 

https://www.classy.org/team/354312
https://www.classy.org/team/354312
mailto:jfoxlkine@covenantmadison.org
mailto:swhayland@tds.net
mailto:ericdavidgirard@gmail.com
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Have you snagged a Covenant t-shirt yet? We’d love for 
you to show your Covenant pride! Click HERE to pur-

chase, or visit our website or call the church office. 
Deadline for purchase is Sunday, June 6. 

 
 

NOTE: Adult Ed is taking the month of June off, but is 
hoping to come back in July with more wonderful Bible 

study opportunities!  

https://forms.gle/byMBVzeGqi5abqEEA

