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Are you ready for Christmas?  
 

We ask one another that question 
every year—thinking about gifts 
and food and decorations. 
 
This year it feels a bit odd, as 
Christmas preparations will be very 
different. We won’t have to get 
ready for lots of travel or big parties or even for worship here in the sanctuary, 
but we still need to make ourselves ready. 
 
Advent helps us as Christians to get ready.  
 
Today is the second Sunday of Advent, the four weeks before Christmas, when 
we remember anew the coming of Jesus into the world.   
 
Our sermon series invites us to rediscover Christmas by gaining fuller 
appreciation for who Jesus is: 
 

• King 
• Prince of Peace 
• Savior 
• Emmanuel—God with us 
• Light of the World 

 
Today our focus is on Jesus as Prince of Peace, as the one who brings peace to 
the world.  
 
In the prophet Isaiah, we read: 
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For a child has been born for us, 
    a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; 
    and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9.6) 

 
Christians have understood Jesus to be that Prince of Peace, the one who 
comes with a message of peace for the world.  
 
In John 14, Jesus speaks to his disciples shortly before his death saying:  
 

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the 
world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be 
afraid. (John 14.27) 

 
We often share these words at funerals, but the gift of peace that Jesus has 
brought us is meant not only for sad and challenging times, but also for living, 
for daily life, for right here and now. 
 
Peace was a priority for Jesus, right from the beginning.  
 
The Bible tells us that the angels sang a song of peace at the birth of Jesus. As 
we sang in our opening hymn: 
 
 It came upon the midnight clear 

That glorious song of old 
From angels bending near the earth 
To touch their harps of gold 
Peace on the earth, good will to all 
From heaven's all gracious king 
The world in solemn stillness lay 
To hear the angels sing 

 
And the message of peace runs through the Bible. 
 
The prophets yearned for an end to war: 
 
 They shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
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    and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
    neither shall they learn war any more.  (Isaiah 2.4) 

 
Jesus encouraged his followers to strive for peace, saying: 
 

Blessed are the peacemakers,  
for they will be called children of God.  (Matthew 5.9) 

 
And the apostle Paul began or ended most of his letters with the simple and 
profound blessing: 
 

Grace and peace be with you.  
 
Biblical peace isn’t simply an absence of conflict. Biblical peace is about 
reconciliation with God, about knowing our sins are forgiven and that we are 
beloved children of God.  
 
Further, biblical peace is a deep sense of wholeness and calm in the midst of 
the storms. God doesn’t promise to magically extract us from suffering, but 
God does offer us peace, this wholeness and calm and presence with us amid 
suffering.  
 
This is the peace that the Prince of Peace offers us.  
 
Like many of you, I really miss being together for worship in this sanctuary. I’m 
in here all alone. While I try to sense your presence here, it’s just not the same.  
 
One of the things I miss the most is the passing of the peace, which is a vital 
part of every worship service. After we confess our sin and hear the good news 
of God’s forgiveness, a worship leader says: 
 

“May the peace of Christ be with you.” 
 
And people respond: 
 

“And also with you.” 
 
Then we greet one another with handshakes and hugs, with fist-bumps and 
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bows, saying “peace be with you” in one way or another. And occasionally I 
remind the congregation that this is the time to chat about the Badgers or the 
weather.  
 
It’s a time to look each other in the eyes and say, “Peace be with you.” 
 
Let me invite you right now to envision yourself here in this sanctuary or 
wherever your home faith community is. Envision the people around you, and 
as you do, wish them the peace of Christ, and know that they are wishing this 
peace for you as well.  
 
Amen.  
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